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Living Water 


By T. O. Chisholm 


IVE me the living water, Lord ; 
Thy tender, gracious word 
Unto the woman at the well 
My eager soul hath heard. 


Give me the living water, Lord, 
For I am famished sore, 

That I may drink as Thou hast said, — 
May drink, and thirst no more. 


Give me the living water, Lord ; 

‘¢ The living water !’’ cries my heart, 
O take from me what hind’reth Thee 
From ‘coming in and filling me, 

For Thou ‘the living water "’ art 


I drink — with joy! My thirst is gone! 
Refreshed, no more need I 

Hereafter come to draw from wells 
That cannot satisfy, 


And may this water, as I drink, 
Within, a fountain burst 

Whose sparkling overfiow shall be 
For other souls athirst. 


oy 
“God's Great Employment” 


May we not say, in all reverence, that 
God has looked forward from the foun- 
dation of the world with great eagerness 
to these last days in which we are now 
living? For vital and critical plans and 
purposes of God are being consummated 
now, and are shortly to be consummated. 
He has told us all about it in his Word; 
those who are feeding on his Word, and 
resting in their Saviour and Lord, are well 
informed and prepared. It is a time of 
severe testing for the whole world — both 
for the saved and for the unsaved. God’s 


people are being tested and refined as by 
fire: there are glorious triumphs, there 
are sad failures. A Christian man whose 
faith has been sorely tested in the past 
few years writes to a friend and fellow 
worker who has been having similar ex- 
periences: “Faith-testing is God’s great 
employment during these days; and how 
thankful I am for the buttresses with which 
he has braced your faith and mine.” God’s 
faithfulness is our safe and sure security 
while our faith is being tested. 


-<— 
More Important Than Unity 


Unity among Christian believers is 
precious and vital. Our Lord prayed for 
it: “That. they all may be one” (John 17: 
21); and our Lord’s prayers are always 
answered, There will be final and eternal 
unity among all true believers; and there 
is a present unity among all such, for Christ 
is the life of all, and all are members of 
his body. But while fallibility and sin con- 
tinue among believers, there are times when 
outward unity may become a snare and 
even actual sin, This is a Scriptural truth 
not always recognized by those Christian 
leaders of today who put unity above all 
else. John Nelson Darby recognized it 
many years ago. In his comments on the 
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second chapter of Second Timothy he 
wrote: “The unity of the Assembly 
[Church] is so precious, it has such author- 
ity over the heart of man, that there was 
danger, when failure had set in, lest the 
desire for outward unity should induce even 
the faithful to accept evil and walk in 
fellowship with it, rather than break this 
unity. The principle therefore of individual 
faithfulness, of individual responsibility to 
God, is established, and set above all other 
considerations; for it has to do with the 
nature of God himself, and his own author- 
ity over the conscience of the individual. 

. And let those who name the Name of 
the Lord separate themselves from all evil. 

. To maintain in practice the possibility 
of union between that Name and evil is 
to blaspheme it!” It is just this failure 
that has snared some evangelical denomi- 
nations and foreign mission boards to affil- 
iate themselves with other groups of pro- 
fessing Christians in “union” movements or 
organizations at home or in foreign mission. 
fields at the expense of fidelity to God’s 
Word —and the resulting disaster has been 
tragic. It is in protest against such “union” 
movements in denominational boards that 
independent mission movements have come 
into being. ‘Uncompromising union with 
God’s revealed truth is our only safety 
against compromising union with all forms 
of unbelief, 
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Heavenly Food—What Is It? 


CHRISTIAN is a person who has 

been born twice. No one is a Chris- 

tian just because he professes to be 
so, or because he is a member of some 
church. It is just as true today as when 
it was first written that, in order to be 
saved, “Ye must be born again.” The 
popular teaching of the universal Father- 
hood of God and the universal brother- 
hood of man is false because it is contrary 
to Scripture, 

A Christian, since he has been born 
twice, has within him two lives; first, the 
natural life, and second, the supernatural. 
The first is human, the second is super- 
human; it is divine, for it is the life of 
God himself implanted by regeneration 
in man. 

All life must come from life. Our natu- 
ral life came from the natural life of our 
earthly parents; the supernatural life comes 
from our heavenly Father. 

_All life comes from living seed. Our 
natural life is communicated to us from 
our natural fathers and mothers through 
natural seed; our supernatural life is com- 


municated to us through the seed of the 
Word of God. “Of his own will begat he 
us through the word of truth” (Jas. 1: 18). 
We have been “born again . . . by the 
word of God, which liveth and abideth 
for ever” (1 Pet. 1: 23). 

Our natural life comes from corruptible 
seed; our supernatural life comes from in- 
corruptible seed, Our earthly parents have 
transmitted to us the only life they had, 
and this was corruptible life, inherited 
from countless sinning human ancestors; 
while our heavenly Father has transmit- 
ted to us his own life, which is forever 
free from taint or corruption. 

Our natural life, because it comes from 
corruptible seed, is itself corruptible, and 
is therefore temporary, and will some day 
come to an end; while our supernatural 
life, because it comes from incorruptible 
seed, and is itself incorruptible, is there- 
fore eternal and will never come to an 
end. Christ gives to his sheep “eternal 
life; and they shall never perish” (John 
10: 28), 

Now, all life demands food. The natu- 
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ral life must be nourished with food, and 
so must the supernatural life be nourished 
with food, 

The natural life is sustained by food 
coming up out of the dirt. Every bit of 
food we have ever eaten for the nourish- 
ment of our natural life came, directly or 
indirectly, out of the dirt. It is a strong 
proof that we are dust, as the Bible tells, 
—‘“dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou 
return,” — that all our food comes from 
dust, and when we die our bodies are dis- 
solved into dust. 

But the supernatural life, coming to us 
through regeneration, — unto us who have 
taken our place under the shelter of the 
shed blood of the Son of God, —cannot be 
sustained by the food that springs out of 
the dirt; its food must come from above. 
For the nourishment of our supernatural 
life we must feed upon Christ himself. 
He is not only our Saviour; he is also our 
spiritual food. And we should be far 
more eager to feed upon him for our 
spiritual nourishment than to feed upon 
material. food .for our physical nourish- 
ment. “Labour not,” said he himself, “for 
the meat which perisheth, but for that meat 
which endureth unto everlasting life, which 
the Son of man shall give unto you: for 
him hath God the Father sealed” (John 
6:27). 

In the Jewish quarter of any large city 
there are meat and provision stores bearing 
upon their windows the Hebrew word 
“Kosher,” meaning clean, and indicating 
that the food offered for sale is prepared 
according to the requirements of the Levi- 
tical code and may be bought and eaten by 
orthodox Jews; and to make this certain 
the rabbi of the congregation of Jews has 
attached his seal to the food thus put on 
sale. Christ himself is the food provided 
by his Father for his children, and “him 
hath God the Father sealed.” 

This mystery is unfolded for us in our 
Lord’s discourse in the sixth chapter of 
John on “The Bread of God.” He says: 
“The bread of God is he which cometh 
down from heaven, and giveth life unto 
the world. . . . I am the bread of life: 
he that cometh to me shall never hunger; 
and he that believeth on. me shall never 
thirst. . . .. I am that bread of life. Your 
fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and 
are dead. This is the bread which cometh 
down from heaven, . if any man eat 
of this bread, he shall live for ever: and 
the bread that I will give is my flesh, which 
I. will give for the life of the world.” 

When the Jews to whom he was sneak- 
ing said, “How can this man give us his 
flesh to eat?” he went on to say: “Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat 
the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his 
blood, ye have no life in you. Whoso 
eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, 
hath eternal life; and I will raise him 
up at the last day. For my flesh is meat 
indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. He 
that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my 
blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him. As 
the living Father hath sent me, and I live 
by the Father: so he that eateth me, even 
he shall live by me. This is that bread 
which came down from heaven: not as 
your fathers did eat manna, and are dead: 
he that eateth of this bread shall live for 
ever.” 

Of course, all this is mysterious, and the 
natural man is utterly unable to understand 
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it. As written in the second chapter of 
1 Corinthians 2:14: “The natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God: for they are foolishness unto him: 
neither can he know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned.” Many even of 
our Lord’s disciples —for “disciples” may 
be only pupils or learners who have not 
yet been born again— found themselves 
unable to comprehend his meaning; and 
they said: “This is an hard saying; who 
can hear it?” Indeed, many of these “dis- 
ciples” went away from him after hearing 
this discourse, and “walked no more with 
him.” 

Our Lord’s own key to the meaning of 
his dissertation on “The Bread of God” 
is contained in the words of verse 63: “It 
is the spirit that quickeneth [or, giveth 
life]; the flesh [that is, the mere out- 


- ward form of the words] profiteth noth- 
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ing: the words that I speak unto you, they 
are spirit, and they are life.’ This means 
that if we are to get the true meaning of 
his words we must search for it beneath 
the surface. 

It is little wonder that the Jews who 
listened to him—that is, those Jews who 
had not been born again— were confused 
by his words. To them, with their train- 
ing in the Torah, the law of Moses, the 
idea of drinking blood was repugnant. The ~ 
law forbade the drinking of blood in any 
form. But here was a new. thing. The 
blood here spoken of must be drunk, and 
the flesh here spoken of must be eaten; 
else there could be no life. ; 

But for the regenerate, the children of 
God by the new-birth, the law itself may 
provide a key for the understanding of 
even this mystery. In Leviticus 17: 10, 

(Continued. on page 149) 
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Is Our Redemption Future? 


In his Scripture reading for our Sunday 
morning service our pastor read from Luke 
21, including verse 28, which reads: “And 
when these things begin to come to pass, 
then look up, and lift. up your heads ; for 
your redemption draweth nigh.” 


After the service I called his attention 
to this verse. I asked him what he under- 
stood by the word redemption here. Ap- 
parently he was not sure, but seemed to 
think it meant salvation. 


The meaning of this word was discussed 
in the men’s Bible class of our Sunday 
school some time ago, of which I was then 
teacher. 


I took the view that it did not mean our 
salvation, for surely most Christians are 
saved before the time of which the Lord 
speaks, but that it meant only the bodies 
of Christians already saved. Am I wrong? 
Your opinion would be highly valued.—An 
Indiana reader. 


Redemption means “to deliver by paying 
a price.” The price of our redemption has 
been paid by the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, the only Saviour. “Jesus paid 
it all.” 

Jesus paid it all, 
All to him I owe; 

Sin had left a crimson stain, 
He washed it white as snow! 

All believers have received, by faith in 
Christ as Saviour, the redemption that the 
Lord Jesus purchased by his blood. It 
has been paid for in full; it has been re- 
ceived by faith; but it has not yet been 
fully delivered. This is made plain in 
Paul’s inspired statement in Romans 8: 
18-25: “For I reckon that the sufferings 
of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be 
revealed in us. For the earnest expectation 
of the creature waiteth for the manifes- 
tation of the sons of God. ... And not only 
they, but ourselves also, which have the 
firstfruits of the spirit, even we ourselves 
groan within oursélves, waiting for the 
adoption, to wit, the redemption of our 
body. . . . But if we hope for that we see 
not, then do we with patience wait for it.” 

The “redemption” promised by our Lord 
in his Olivet discourse as drawing nigh 
“when these things begin to come to pass,” 
includes not only the changing of believers’ 





bodies from corruptible into incorruptible, 
but also the redemption of Israel as a 
nation, and the redemption of the created 
earth, and the natural world, when the - 
glowing prophecies of the Old Testament 
as well as of the New, for a Golden Age, 
shall be fulfilled. 

But we must remember that our salva- 
tion, as well as our redemption, includes 
that which is future as well as that which 
is present. Thus Paul writes: “Now is 
our salvation. nearer than when we be- 
lieved” (Rom. 13:11). Jesus tells us, as 
believers, that we “are kept .by the power 
of God through faith unto salvation ready 
to be revealed in the last time” (1 Pet. 
1:5). And a prophecy in Revelation, look- 
ing toward a future event not yet come 
to pass, gives us the triumphant prediction: 
“Now is come salvation, and strength, and 
the kingdom of our God” (Rev. 12: 10). 

A valuable note throwing light on the 
wonderful and glorious content of salvation 
is given in the Scofield Reference Bible on 
Romans 1:16: -“For I:am not ashamed 
of the gospel of Christ: for it.is the power 
of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth.” The note is as follows: ; 

“The Hebrew and Greek words for sal- 
vation imply the ideas of deliverance, safety, 
preservation, healing, and soundness. Sal- 
vation is the great: inclusive word of the 
Gospel, gathering into itself all the redemp- 
tive acts and processes: as justification, 
redemption, grace, propitiation, imputation, 
forgiveness, sanctification, and glorification. 
Salvation is in three tenses: (1) The be- 
liever has been saved from. the guilt and 
penalty of sin (Luke 7:50; 1 Cor. 1: 18; 
2 Cor. 2:15; Eph. 2:5; 8:'2 Tim. 1:9) 
and is safe. (2) The believer is being 
saved from the habit and dominion of sin 
(Rom. 6: 14>" Paik: ¥:19s 2: 12," 13: -2 
Thess. 2:13; Rom. 8:2; Gal. 2:19, 20; 
2 Cor. 3:18). (3) The believer is to be 
saved in the sense of: entire conformity to 
Christ (Rom. 13:11; Heb. 10: 36; 1 Pet. 
1:5; 1-John 3:2). Salvation is by grace 
through faith, is a free gift, and wholly. 
without works (Rom. 3:27, 28; 4:1-8; 
6:23; Eph. 2:8).- The divine ‘order is: 
first salvation, then works (Eph. 2:9, 10; 
Titus 3:5-8).” 
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From Mysticism to Christ's Mastery 


The struggles of a young Belgian as he left the Catholic 
Church and took a bold stand for the Gospel 


By Edith F..Norton 








square before the Gare du Nord (North 

Station) in Brussels. As I edged my 
way into the group of workers, I noticed 
the surrounding circle of listeners atten- 
tive to an unusual degree, and their num- 
bers were being constantly augmented from 
the passers-by. Then I looked toward the 
speaker in the center of the ring.: He 
was young and.very much in earnest, and, 
best of all, in a clear, strong voice he was 
giving the people the truths of the Gospel 
in a forceful, convincing fashion. I in- 
quired who he was, and was deeply grati- 
fied to find it was R—, a young Belgian 
who was just entering our French Bible 
School, for the three-year course, I had 
previously heard-much of this young man 
and ‘knew that, because of his stand for 
the Gospel, he had gone “through fire and 
through water,” and was now being 
brought out into the “wealthy place.” But, 
even as one writes these words, there comes 
‘the sense of the peril attending such as 
he, who have thus quitted past supersti- 
tions to lay unusual talents at the feet of 
the Master for future service. Would 
that they who read these lines might here 
pause to pray for the protection of the 
Lord of Hosts upon this young servant 
of ‘his. 


Spellbound by Rome’s Vain Show. 
R—, born in the province. of Brabant, 


came from a family ardently Catholic. 
His earliest -recollections, are of the long 


|’ WAS an open-air meeting in the great 


- winter evenings, where. from his chimney 


corner he would watch his parents utter- 
ing interminable prayers. Up to the age 
of thirteen years R— followed the rites 
of the Catholic. Church, understanding very 
little of their. significance, despite the mul- 
tiple instructions of the clergy, and already 
beginning to be. influenced by the attitude 
of his grandfather, who, after servVing the 
church. for forty years, had broken off 
relations with it: and) was now definitely 
hostile. 

Not long after, the youth was to enter 
upon a new phase of existence when the 
sensuous charm of the Roman Catholic 
ritual was to take vigorous hold of his 
senses. He lost his elder brother in the 
flower of his. young manhood, in a bath- 
ing accident, and the younger brother R—, 
was overwhelmed with grief. Then it 
was, face to face with that mystery of 
mysteries, death, that a latent mysticism 
awoke within his soul. He loved to haunt 
the courtyard of the great church, the 
odor of incense ravished his soul;. the 
Gregorian chants of the church, majestic 
and moving, shook him to the depths of 
his being; like the-strings of the Afolian 
harp when they are swept by the breeze, 
he responded to these solemn chants at 
once languorous, funereal, mystically en- 
thusiastic, glad and joyous. But the mo- 
ment of most significant solemnity for him 
was that of the mass when the priest. turned 
toward the Gospels; and the whole congre- 





It is hard for those in Protestant coun- 
tries to realize the bondage in which 
the Roman Church keeps her devotees 
in Catholic lands. H » school, and 
state make provision for the rites of 
the church, and strong tides of public 
opinion set in against those who re- 
fuse to observe them. In this article 
Mrs. Norton, the Acting Director of 
the Belgian Gospel Mission, tells of 
the conversion of a young man who is 
now a student in the Bible school. In 
spite of the loss of its beloved Founder 
and Director, Ralpk C. Norton, the 
Mission continues steadfastly on its 
way, with the blessing of God. Those 
who would like to share in its sup- 
port should send gifts to Charles G. 
Trumbull, Treasurer, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 











gation, arising as one man, made the sign 
of the cross with the thumb of the right 
hand upon the forehead, the mouth, and 
the breast, as witnessing thus to their faith. 
“In_ brief,” commented R—, in speaking 
of this period of his youth, “I became an 
adolescent bigot.” He was never missing 
from confession or communion, and he 
loved to roam alone in the forests and 
fields, dreaming his dreams, indulging his 
mystic reveries, 

One day a missionary priest came to his 
village, a Capuchin father of the order 
of the Franciscans. He held a mission or 
retreat, and the village turned out to hear 
him. This good old man in his brown 
cloak, with the knotted cord of his order 
fastened around his waist, preached the 
cross until the most hardened of his hearers 
was in tears, R— listened with avidity, 
his soul burning within him. When all 
was over he went home to tell his mother 
that he, too, would be a missionary priest. 
Then he found his father and confided 
his great purpose to him also. As prep- 
aration for his new vocation he departed 
soon after for a Franciscan convent at 
Tournai, there to pursue his studies. But, 
poor youth, what disillusionments awaited 
him! The shock was overwhelming when 
the Father Superior ordered for him a 
general confession, at which time ques- 
tions of such a shameful nature were put 
to him that he turned crimson with dis- 
gust. The atmosphere of the convent stifled 
him, and soon after he returned home and 
resumed his studies at high school. 


The Dark Before Dawn 


He held Tournai henceforth in real hor- 
ror and vowed to himself that that city 
should never see him again, But God de- 
cided otherwise, for it was precisely to 
this place that he had to return later to 
fulfill his term of military service. In the 
meantime he had applied himself very seri- 
ously to his studies, and religion had ceased 
to preoccupy him, save in an impersonal 
way.. He delighted in reading ecclesiastical 
history and apologetics, yet without his 
knowing it, he now admits, the Lord was 


a 


calling him: to belief in Himself. At last 
came a moment when again he felt irresisti- 
bly drawn to God. He- felt himself 
shrouded in clouds of ignorance, he could 
see no clear path that would lead him to 
God; but face to face with the corruption 
of his own heart, and his own utter inca- 
pacity to deliver his own soul, he again 
turned to the sacraments of the church. 
On the routine marches, during his mili- 
tary service, he would finger his rosary in 
his pocket, saying prayers as he tramped. 
When he could find a quiet moment at <wi- 
light, he would retire to the woods, or to 
some shady lane, where alone he would 
declaim aloud passages from the Gospels 
or fragments from Bossuet or the Fathers. 
In Tournai he went regularly to the great 
cathedral, always seeking a remedy for the 
ache in his soul and relief from the dreary 
life of the barracks, but not finding it. 


Searching the Scriptures 


One day, in passing down the Rue des 
Clairisses in Tournai, he saw a poster bear- 
ing a strange announcement: “Gospel Con- 
ferences by O. Vansteenberghe.” The titles 
were: 

The Wandering Jew 

Christianity on Its Deathbed 

The Ideal Government 
Curious, he entered the hall and was seized 
by an absorbing interest. The .following 
nights of the series found him in his place, 
following the speaker’s words with rapt 
attention. He got a Bible and determined 
to search for himself the truth of what 
he heard, After the close of the special 
meetings R— continued to go to mass at 
the cathedral every Sunday morning, then 
he would come to the hall of the Belgian 
Gospel Mission for the morning service. It 
was not long before he asked Mr. Vuil- 
leumier, the director of the Mission hall, 
for an interview. One memorable Sunday 
morning R— participated in the Lord’s 
Supper, and during the singing of a hymn 
the light broke in on his soul, and with 
tears of joy he seized the great truth of 
salvation through grace: “For by grace 
are ye saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not 
of works, lest any man should boast” (Eph, 
4:6, 9). 

A week later R— witnessed to the Sun- 
day evening congregation of his acceptance 
of Christ; he had already written home 
to tell his parents of the glad change that 
had taken place in his soul. “But alas,” he 
remarks, “my joyous epistle found no echo 
in their hearts, far otherwise.” Not only 
did R— witness to his family and to the 
parish priest, but in the barracks at Tour- 
nai he distributed Gospels and tracts and 
sold Bibles and New Testaments. As he 
was himself a sergeant, he was able to 
induce other non-commissioned officers as 
well as soldiers to accompany him to the 
Gospel meetings. During the summer 
months Mr. Vuilleumier held weekly open- 
air meetings and R— was very desirous 
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of taking part, but because of his mili- 
tary status was not sure of permission. He 
therefore addressed himself to his captain, 
and was assured that his participation was 
permissible, so with a glad heart he threw 
himself into this open-air ministry, his 
messages being signally blessed. Just be- 
fore the completion of his military training 
he gave a message in the hall from 2 Tim- 
othy 1:12: “I know whom I have be- 
lieved, and am persuaded that he is able 
to keep that which I have committed unto 
him against that day.” Those present will 
not soon forget the message. 

Returning to his home village R— went 
into a storm. Writing to his dear friend 
Mr. Vuilleumier, he said: “I arrived home 
safely Saturday, and have already had to 
bear fierce opposition. They wanted to 
force me to go to mass next day, but I 
refused gently but absolutely, and God gave 
me the victory.” In a second letter he said: 
“Dear Brother, I am living through stormy 
days. When I went home this afternoon 
I saw my grandfather, who had my Bible 
in his hand. I was glad to see this.. Then 
my mother came in and she began a dis- 
cussion, saying that that would not change 
the attitude of my grandfather, that there 
was nothing which could be changed, — 
that I was a fanatic and was going to 
cause her death if I continued in my de- 
termination not to go to mass any more, 
—that she dared not go out in the streets 
any more,—she would die of grief. God 
had said that children should obey their 
parents,—later I would repent of the 
wrong that I had done her,—that if I 
went to low mass on Sunday I would 
not be denying Christ, andthe like. You 
see what the situation is. I was unable 
to open a book that afternoon because of 
these words. I was very sad to cause pain 
to my dear mother, but can I deny the 
Lord of Glory? Share in the errors? 
Join in the chorus with paganism? The 
first Christians, who were martyred, need 
only have said one word; need only have 
burned one grain of incense in honor of 


a_ strange goddess to be saved from mar-- 


tyrdom. They did not do this, — they loved 
not their lives unto the death. Mother suf- 
fers very much from fear of what people 
will say, my father also, in fact, all the 
family. I only ask one thing, that He 





Mr. Winston 


Mrs, Norton 
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shall be glorified in me in whatever way 
He wishes. If he wishes me to be drag- 
ged in the mud, let him be praised. In 
Christ, I have a perfect, deep, inner peace. 
I love the Lord with all my heart, I be- 
lieve in him as though I saw him’ with 
my eyes. Glory to him. I have a horror 
of the Roman Church. I have experienced 
something infinitely better than she can 
give. Should I not grieve the Spirit if 
I mixed with error and played the hypo- 
crite? May the Lord touch the heart of 
my mother and the other members of my 
family.” 

Other letters which came regularly after- 
ward bore witness to the same faith,. the 
same firmness, the same obedience to the 
Saviour and Master. One rainy night in 
December a visitor came to Mr. Vuilleu- 








The Belgian Gospel Mission 
Directors Today 


N .ACCORDANCE with one of Mr. 

Norton’s last requests; and with the 
full approval: of the Mission staff in Bel- 
gium and the American Council, Mrs. Nor- 
ton has been made the Acting Director, 
and Mr. Winston and Mr. Vansteenberghe 
Associate Directors, of the Belgian Gospel 
Mission. Mr. Winston, an American, has 
been in Belgium for twelve years, speaks 
French fluently, and has been the Assistant 
Director for a number of years. Mr. Van- 
steenberghe, a Belgian, has been closely 
associated with Mr. and Mrs. Norton since 
the beginning of the work; he speaks 
French and Flemish, the two languages of 
Belgium, and English, all fluently. 

According to a plan that has been suc- 
cessfully used since the early days of. the 
organization, the Mission ‘is managed by 
six committees: Executive, Personnel, Bible 
School, Business, Literature, and Evan- 
gelistic. The. prayers of Tres readers 
are requested for the members of these 
committees and the many other workers 
of the Mission, and particularly for Mrs. 
Norton, Mr. Winston, and Mr. Vansteen- 
berghe, as they carry on without the ad- 
vice and encouragement of their beloved 
Director, Ralph Norton, but in full confi- 
dence that God will supply their every need. 


sateen 


Mr. Vansteenberghe ° 


March 2, 1935 


mier’s door. Who could he be—this un- 
expected visitor? To their great surprise 
and joy they recognized their dear friend 
and brother, R—. Pressed on every side, 
he faced the alternative of leaving the 
family home or returning to the Catholic 
Church. He quickly made his choice and, 
gathering together certain personal be- 
longings, he set off for Tournai, doing part 
of the journey by train and the rest on 
foot. The Vuilleumiérs gladly opened their 
hospitable- hearts’ to ‘this youth, rejected 
and despised by his own, and with these 
faithful friends R— lived for seven months. 
He revealed a true: humility of spirit by 
his ‘willingness to do the most menial work 
and they gladly testify to his piety and 
faith. Last.summer he came to Brussels 
to aid in the tent campaigns and the open- 
air meetings in Brussels, and in the autumn 
entered the Bible School.’ 

Such as he are the hope of Belgium’s 
religious future, but how he needs our con- 
stant intercession! Only over here can 
one realize the ferocity of the Satanic op- 
position as it is directed ‘against such a 
one. -Let us not fail him in the months 
that lie ahead but be his. remembrancers 
at the Throne of God. 


BrusseEts, Betcrum. 








Notes from a 
Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 




















The flock, over. which the Holy 
Ghost hath made you overseers (Acts 
20: 28). 


T IS poimnio, diminutive, “the little flock.” 

Overseers is episkopoi, bishops, but they 
are not over the flock.. That is wholly a 
mistranslation.. It is en,.in or among. the 
flock! So in 1 Peter 5:3 it is “neither as 
being lords. oyer.... but being ensamples 
of the flock.” .It is not even ensamples to 
the flock, as if the bishops were outside and 
apart: Such passages are the death sen- 
tence of ecclesiasticism. 


This our craft is in danger to be set 
at nought (Acts 19:27). 


HE story of the Ephesus riot uses the 

word kinduneuo, to be in danger, twice. 
The image makers complained that their 
craft was endangered. It would be de- 
spised and set: at nought. The town clerk 
and citizens feared lest they should be 
reprimanded of their superiors... They 
feared the condemnation of the authorities. 
This was their danger. 

But Paul also uses this word. It is 
when, in 1 Corinthians 15: 30-32, he speaks 
of this same Ephesus riot. “If after the 
manner of men I have fought with beasts 
at Ephesus, what advantageth it me, if 
the dead rise not?’ he cries out. Why did 
we face danger and death then? “Why 
stand we in jeopardy, kinduneuomen, every 
hour ?” 

The heathen feared danger to their 
money and occupation: the authorities 
feared loss of reputation and position. Paul 
faced death and put himself in danger of 
death constantly, but did not fear. Rather 
could he. say. that his daily exposure 
to death was accompanied with rejoicing, 
“which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
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‘A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 








By Ernest Gordon 


























an impression on those who have 

hitherto been little inclined to ob- 
serve them. The president of Union The- 
ological Seminary, Dr. Coffin, declared in 
Carnegie Hall that “we live in a world 
which is falling to pieces internationally, 
racially, and industrially.” Dr. Edmund 
Chaffee at the same meeting said: “A 
great sense of failure has come to all of 
us. God himself has convicted us of sin. 
We have been glibly saying for years that 
this was a lost world, but the terrible truth 
of this statement had never. been driven 
home to us. Now we know civilization 
for what it is, —spiritually hollow, cruel, 
blind, literally. sliding toward hell. Unless 
Christ’s Gospel is preached quickly, fear- 
lessly, passionately, ours is a lost world. 
Even now it may be too late.” 

Mr. Mencken of The American Mercury 
pretends to believe nothing, but he chides 
the theologians for their silence as “one 
of the incredible phenomena of these dan- 
gerous days.” Then he adds: “All I de- 
sire to point out is that the New Testament 
offers precise and elaborate specifications 
of the events preceding the inevitable end 
of the world, and that a fair reading of 
them«must lead any: rational man to con- 
clude that these events are now upon us.’ 

“When these things begin to come to 
pass, then look up!” 


re signs of the times are making 


The- night is ended and the morning nears; 
Awake, look up, I hear the gathering sound 
Of coming — like an océan round, 

I see the eng, A a ‘thousand years 
Lightening from Suen to bound. 


The hour is come again; the world-wide voice 
Of God shall cry into the ears of time, 
Scorners shall seek, and saints shall welcome 


im, 
And know the ancient presence and rejoice 
As in the days of prime. ~ 


And gow that dwell apart shall know each 
other, 
And they that hymn their solemn songs 
alone . .- 
Shall hear far voices mingling with their 


own 
And understand the utterance of a brother 
In every tongue and tone. 


That note shall soar from every living heart, 
That endless note shall never die away. 


God, only God, today as yesterday, 


Thou wert from everlasting and thou art 
For ever and for aye. 
—Frederick Tennyson. 
The New Paganism.—Novelist Mary 
Austin was bred a Methodist but departed 
from the faith. Now she is dead, leaving 
as her will and testament a little book 
entitled “Can Prayer Be Answered?” It 
illustrates the pitiful futilities into which 
apostasy leads. Pray she must. So she 
goes to the Piute Indians and finds her 
models of prayer technique in the rhythm 
of the medicine man with his drum and 
gourd rattle. I can believe in the miracle 
of healing which she recounts, Spiritists 
and others in touch with the world of 
darkness perform similar cures, _ 
' She went about” nunneries for instruc- 
tion to her soul, was told that spiritual 


dryness could be helped by kneeling on a 
broomstick, had resort to saints, learned 
that the old Roman “placed a candle and 
a wreath on his dung heap, inviting the 
spirit of fertilization resident in dung heaps 
to act upon his field,” speaks approvingly 
of “Jesus’ method of prayer” as “the most 
modern and scholarly we have.” Her most 
amazing discovery, however, was that “the 


card sense is located in the subconscious 


near the prayer sense . . . that poker in 
particular is played with the deepest level 
of what is called card sense, with the apti- 
tudes which lie almost altogether in the 
subconscious, that is to say, with the levels 
in which the prayer sense is most easily 
established.” 

This swan song of an ex-Methodist 
strikes the keynote of Romans 1: 21, “Be- 
cause that, when they knew God, they 
glorified him not. as God, neither were 
thankful; but became vain in their im- 
aginations, and their foolish heart was 
darkened.” 


Incredible but true is it that in Women 
and Missions, official organ of the women 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A., 
one should find this sentence: “What does 
the agony in Gethsemane reveal except 
that Jesus saw human existence so beau- 
tiful that he could not bear to leave it?” 

Incredible but true is it that when the 
Rev. Henry W. Coray was on the point 
of sailing for China, the Presbytery -of 
Lackawanna, Pa., erased his name from its 
roll of ministers. Mr. Coray’s sole offense 
was that he was sailing under the auspices 
of the Independent Board for Presbyterian 
Foreign Missions. 

Incredible but true it is that when Mr. 





A Faithful Steward 


Paget Wilkes, who founded the 
Japan Evangelistic Band, left on his 
death a prosperous work with 180 
European and Japanese workers 
laboring at 65 main stations. Dur- 
ing the past few years 2300 towns 
and villages have been evangelized 
by this mission force. Mr. Wilkes, 
Oxford-educated, was son of an 
Anglican clergyman whose last 
years were spent in service with 
the Brethren. 














Coray and his wife reached China the 
Executive Committee of the Shantung 
Presbyterian Mission passed a resolution 
Stating that the various stations of their 
Mission should not entertain missionaries 
of other Boards without permission of 
the home authorities, (One thinks of the 
line in Faust, “The inpedeeneee here be- 
comes ‘real.”’) 

Incredible only to those’ unaware of the 


mission situation in the Far East, but also 
true is it that the textbook in religion in 
Nanking University, a union mission insti- 
tution, is Fosdick’s “The Modern Use of 
the Bible,” the last word in religious sciol- 
ism [superficial knowledge]. 

Beside these unlovely facts one is glad 
to place the happy fact that Mr. McIlwaine 
of the new Board has received from the 
secretary of the Presbyterian Mission in 
Japan a letter of welcome, “expressing our 
desire to help you in your work in any 
way. within our power. We surely are glad 
to have you here to help in bringing the 
message of Christ’s saving and keeping 
power to the people of. this land.” 


Undermining the Foundations of Mis- 
sion Work.—The Christian Literature 
Society for India has been publishing tracts 
for the National Christian Council for 
India. The second tract by J. R. Mac- 
Phail of the Christian College, Madras, 
is typical. “The Evangelists were not 
miraculously safeguarded from error as 
they wrote, any more than we are as we 
read. The first three Gospels give con- 
tradictory stories side by side... . The 
original story is overlaid by impressions 
made in later days; half forgotten details 
are reinterpreted and often modified.” ~ 

Mr. MacPhail draws the conclusions: 
“The records of the Resurrection would 
not themselves bring conviction. The dif- 
ferent versions contradict one another. On 
purely historical grounds it‘is as difficult 
to reject the whole story as it is to ac- 
cept it. Conscious deception may, we sup- 
pose; be ruled out... . We may guess that 
these appearances were in some way like 
the vision of God which came to Isaiah. . 
When we say ‘Jesus rose again’ we are 
mot necessarily claiming that we know ex- 
actly what happened in Jerusalem or Gali- 
lee after the crucifixion or can account 
for it.” 

Of the fifty-third of Isaiah Mr. Mac- 
Phail says: “It has been insistently taught 
that it is a prophecy of the distant future, 
—of Jesus, the perfect atonement for our 
sins; and we cannot deny that Jesus read 
in that passage a picture of himself (Luke 
22:37). Nevertheless it is plain that the 
Righteous Servant pictured there is a per- 
son of the historic past.” 

The Principal of the United Theological 
College of Western India and editor of 
the mission paper Dnyanodaya warmly 
commends these tracts. 

A prominent Calcutta Baptist minister, 
the Rev. Bimal Nag, recounts that he 
was once traveling with the Bengali poet, 
Rabindranath Tagore, in the same railway 
carriage. “I asked him what he thought 
of Modernism.” “I welcome it,” he an- 
swered, “If Modernism is a success in 
England, Christianity is dead and Brahmin- 
ism is established.” 


Better News from Russia.—The Chris- 
tian movement in Russia appears to be 
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breaking the withes with which the gov- 
ernment seeks to bind it. In many places 
illegal collections for the building of 
churches have been put through with great 
success and numerous schools erected for 
the training of new priests. Religious per- 
sons deny themselves and give liberally 
for the support of priests and pastors. A 
writer in the Allgemeine evangelisch- 
lutherische Kirchenzeitung says the anti- 
God movement quite generally acknowl- 
edges its failure. Vexilla regis prodeunt 
(“the banners of the King move forward”), 
in spite of terrible persecution. Priests 
at times are able to obtain membership 
in the kolkhozen, or collective farms, and 
then instruct the people. Indeed; alongside 
the godless farms Christian ones are com- 
ing into existence. 

Baptists and Adventists are succeeding 
in collecting village young people in schools 
and sewing classes, and have even estab- 
lished large numbers of village schools on 
a wholly Christian basis, keeping them 
going’in spite of official persecution. There 
are, too, Bapsomol and Christomol organiza- 
tions paralleling the Communist Komsomol 
organization for young people. In these 
Baptist and Evangelical organizations it 
is strictly forbidden to read Soviet books 
or to attend Soviet lectures or societies 
because in such “Antichrist rules.” Their 
purpose is to counter and nullify the cul- 
tural work of the Soviet with their own 
Christian culture. So we hear of villages 
in the Black Earth section with Christo- 
mols having libraries, and musical, choral, 
and. propaganda. sections. The Moscow 
organ Pravda (well described as de- 
Pravda) confesses the breakdown of the 
anti-God scheme. It seems almost as if 
not only He that sitteth in the heavens 
would laugh at it, but that those on earth 
would sooner or later also do so. 


“Evangelium und. Zeitgeist” (“The 
Gospel and -the Spirit of the Times”), by 
Professor Dr.. Adolf Koeberle of Basel 
University, bears the subtitle, “Studies for 
the Understanding of Present-Day Men.” 
The chapter headings are, 

Men Who Hate God 

Men Who Pass by God in Indifference 

Men Who Hunger After Fellowship 

Winning Back Men Who Are Alienated 

The Redemption of the Superstitious Man 

The Spirit of Man and the Spirit of God 

The Word of the Cross and the German 

mind 

This book is described in German ex- 
ehanges as the work of a sure hand, a man 
who has studied the currents of thought, 
who is master of the literature of the time, 
loyal to the fundamentals of the faith, 
sympathetic to those whose faith has been 
shipwrecked on many rocks and diverse, 
a psychologist and physician of souls. His 
former great work, “Justification and Sanc- 
tification,” proved his theological compe- 
tence. “Our educated have long hungered 
for such a book. Now take it and read 
it,” says the review in the Allgemeine 
evangelisch-lutherische Kirchenzeitung. 


“The Sign of the Cross” is a movie 
dealing with the early Christians of the 
Roman Empire and their martyrdoms. No 
doubt it is an affecting portrayal. It has 
been running in Japan, and is thought 
to be softening hearts and preparing the 
way for the preaching of the Word. But 
of this film the Maréchale of the Salvation 
Army says: “This reminds me of another 
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girl who came to me in America, She 
took a leading part in the film, ‘The Sign 
of the Cross,’ and had met her downfall 
there. She begged me on her knees to 
deliver her from the stage. Needless to 
say, I did all I could to help her.” 


“For God is not the author of confu- 
sion, but of peace.’’—Complaints come 
from the mission field of the intrusion 
upon established missions of disturbing 
sects. Dr. Charles E. Scott ‘mentions a 
Pentecostal’ preacher who, in ecstasy, de- 
scribed a couple before him as “snakes.” 
They happened to be a fine-spirited doctor 
from Cheloo Medical School and his effi- 
cient wife, both keen Bible students, but 
with little sympathy with this itinerant 
preacher who had declared ‘that in his 
own person was to be found the fulfillment 
of Joel 2: 28. 

“I was much impressed with the words 
of one of our elderly men, a railroad sec- 
tion boss and father of four fine sons, 
one of whom is the strongest student leader 
in the North China Theological Seminary. 
Speaking of the unseemliness of these Pen- 
tecostal mectings he said: ‘When I was 
a heathen and came into the presence of 
the county magistrate I always knelt 
silently before him because of the inherent 
dignity of his office. When I went into 
the temples to worship idols I bowed my- 





Under 
New. Management 





With the substitution of Japanese 
' for Russian influence in Manchu- 
kuo there has come greater religious 
freedom in the Far East. Pastor 
Yasinitsky has been allowed to place 
Scriptures in Russian primary and 
high schools in Manchukuo. ‘Mrs. 
Osakovsky, directress of the Gym- 
nasium for Girls, accepted 1,000 
Gospels for distribution and the 
head of the Boys’ Gymnasium un- 
dertook to distribute 400. In this 
way 5,000 Bible portions have been 
placed in Russian schools in Man- 
chukuo. Pastor Yasinitsky has 50 
young men in training in anticipa- 
tion of the day when Siberia and 
Russia will again be open to the 
Gospel. He hopes to have 500 
ready when this time arrives. Let- 
ters of application are pouring in 
from all parts of the globe. “After 
one of my sermons a young man 
came forward to volunteer for 
Mongolia. He means to labor as a 
business man while preaching.” 











self in silence, the only respectful attitude 
to take. How now do we Christians, saved 
by the grace of God, come into the presence 
of the Almighty One with yowlings and 
yelpings like dogs? Have we no sense of 
the fitness of the house of the Saviour 
that we must bellow and whine before the 
Holy Ghost, he who can hear our slight- 
est whisper?’” It may be explained that 
this intruder confessed that -he had spe- 
cialized in studying books on mesmerism 
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and hypnotism in order to dominate people. 
The Pentecostal movement should purge 
itself of such missionaries, 


“No Certain Dwelling-Place.”—To our 
list of brave women we must add the 
name of Miss Nesta Evans, who has gone 
out to evangelize the United States of Co- 
lombia. She has been alone in Choconta, 
an extremely fanatical town, beginning 
with colporting Scripture from shop to 
shop and then going on to preach in the 
market square. This last procedure has 
aroused the enemy. On Sunday her home 
was assailed by boys from the priest’s 
house who threw great stones at her door 
and smeared it with dung. The house 
owner begged Miss Evans to leave, for the 
annual festival was drawing on when hun- 
dreds come to town to pay their “Virgin” 
money to the priest, get drunk, and fight. 
Another room was found, but was soon in- 
vaded by a screaming woman who threat- 
ened to stone the hated Protestant out of 
Choconta. The police then came and 
brought Miss Evans to an unfurnished 
room in their quarters, The next day the 
mayor called her to his office and said 


- that she was in great danger from certain 


who threatened to dynamite her. “Would 
she not defer evangelizing until May?” 
“No, she had-been sent of God to Cho- 
conta. She could not disobey.” 
But where to stay? The police refused 
further hospitality and declined to give her 
a prison cell. Then under the good hand 


of God the woman from whom she bought - 
her food offered a refuge in a small room - 


back of her shop. “There in that wee 
room I hid, in Heaven amidst. hell, like 
a bird hid in the rock.” On the other side 
of a canvas partition was dancing and 
drinking. In town all Sunday. from 5 


A. -M. until -midnight drinking, : dancing, : 


bull fights, screaming bands, bells, mass, 
and cinema! 

Her Rahab learned that the whereabouts 
of her guest had been discovered and also 
feared to keep her longer.. Where should 
she go now? ' The door of a tailor’s home 
was opened to her by unexpected circum- 
stance, and though the priests threaten 
to refuse absolution he does not. flinch. 
“Our God is the God of the impossible.” 

“I am forbidden to do active work, but 
can continue the conferences indoors and 
private talks. The rest of the time, for 
a few weeks, I give to prayer and fast- 
ing. I. am stared at, followed, and kept 
at a distance. - Nothing but prayer will 
move these hearts to see their. sin. We 
need a fiery, living, gripping message and 
a downflow of the Holy Ghost that can- 
not be resisted. I praise God for permit- 
ting me to be homeless for Christ. Cho- 
conta will be evangelized.”: 


New Christians of the Congo.—Mr. 
Ruscoe of the Heart of Africa Mission 
tells of a conference in the Deti district 
with a thousand attending. (This is on 
the Welle, a Congo tributary.) “We had 
two hours, a break for breakfast, and then 
into the church again for a meeting which 
lasted for three hours, another break for 
food, and then another meeting. It is just 
great to hear these people pray. But they 
make anybody sit down who is not worthy 
to pray. If anyone living in sin attempts 
to pray they cry him down at once. . 
Blind Ndubani is so keen after souls that 
they have given him the name of “the fish- 
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hook.” One, Samona by name, had _lis- 
tened to a sermon about Lazarus who, after 
he had been brought to life, had still to 
be loosed from his grave clothes. Samona 
felt that tobacco was like Lazarus’ cere- 
ments and wished deliverance. He built a 


- fire and rummaged through his waistcoat 


until he found the weed. Into the flames 
it went, Samona shouting, “Hallelujah! 
I’m rid of my grave clothes,” 

In another Congo mission rapping on 
the door is quite usual before praying. This 
is done three times, and is a wholly native 
idea based on the words of our Lord, 
“Knock, and it shali be opened unto you.” 

At the last Christmas meet of this mis- 
sion 10,000 native Christians were pres- 
ent. “Either side of the motor road .was 
just one continual stream of folks, singing, 
talking, laughing, and above all shouting, 
‘Hallelujah!’ .In one direction came the 
Welle school boys and girls, —girls first 
with heavily packed baskets balanced on 
their heads,. walking straight as you like, 
bright and happy. You could scarcely be- 
lieve these school children had walked 150 
miles. Forty-five lepers from Nala also 
came, having walked, in spite of their 
crippled limbs, for about fifty miles,” 


Contentions have broken out in the 
wake of a new heresy in Japan, with law- 
suits and bitterness and schism. — Certain 
Christians have invented an amalgam: of 
nationalism and eschatology on the: order 
of British-Istaelism with Japan  substi- 
tuted for the Anglo-Saxon nations. They 
insist that Japan is commissioned of God 
to complete the restoration of Israel to 
Palestine. This is to be brought about 
only by prayer. Hence every Japanese 
should pray incessantly, “Come quickly, 
Lord Jesus. Restore Israel.” The pro- 
moters of this notion declare that evan- 
gelism is a thing of the past—also Bible 
exposition, except as it bears upon this 
otte idea. Holiness conventions and the 
preaching of holiness are also te be aban- 
doned.. It is taught that the Japanese 
nation, as a reward for its share in the 
Restoration, wiil be especially guarded 
in the time of the Great Tribulation and 
especially blessed as a nation in the days 
when Israel once more inhabits the land. 
Fortunately the movement seems to be on 
the wane. 


“The Lord’s Acre Plan” is spreading 
in the South. In lower South Carolina 
twenty churches are working at it. A Bap- 
tist minister tells of 60,000 acres dedi- 
cated to the Lord in Georgia. In Western 
North Carolina the Farmers’ Federation 
has a religious department led by Dumont 
Clarke, a Presbyterian minister. Under 
his leadership the number of churches 
using the “Lord’s Acre Plan” has grown 
from six to about 200, representing nine 
denominations in fifteen counties. The 
Rev. R. T. Baker of the King’s Mountain 
Presbytery tells us in The Presbyterian 
Survey that his three country churches 
three years ago were hobbling along on 
an appropriation of $700 from the Home 
Mission Committee. Now they are self- 
supporting. 


The financial help is not the only con- 
sideration, The farmer working on his 
acre is reminded of God and his relations 
to him. Here is a definite daily work for 
the Lord. It is a character builder. Chil- 
dren as well as older people are trained 
in Christian stewardship. It increases fel- 
lowship in the church and between Chris- 
tians of different denominations. People 
who work for the Church are interested 
in the Church. It is a Biblical plan: “The 
first of the firstfruits of thy land thou 
shalt bring unto the house of the Lord thy 
God” (Exod. 34: 26). 


Heroic Missionary Doctors.—Dr. F. A. 
Brown of Suchowfu, China, tells about 
brave doctors in The Presbyterian Survey. 
‘What do you think of a hospital which 
has to finance itself at a rate of ten cents 
a day per patient, including bed, board, 
treatment, and medicines? Think of cut- 
ting down appropriations to such a hospital 
to $50 a year! 

They face danger daily. “One day one 
of our doctors, as she sat in church, found 
herself closely surrounded by five mothers 
holding as many babies, all with smallpox 
of the most virulent type. The doctor had 
three little ones of her own at home. 


_ Typhus, too, takes a heavy toll of doctors 


and nurses,” 
Then the Communists. A friendly patient 


H advised his doctor to paint his Ford a dis- 


: tinctive color for his own good. He painted 
it RED. Dr, Seymour fled from the Com- 


: all grown. up. 


munists, but later returned. “I must go 
back, _My hospital needs me. I am old; 
my work is nearly done; my children are 
If they kill me they kill 


.me.” ;He was shot by brutal soldiers 
‘ through the heart at his own door, 


The Southern Presbyterian mission hos- 
pitals treated 234,741 out-patients last year 
and 21,827 in-patients. How the doctors 
must work! “One day at a country clinic 
night was falling when we saw the last 
patient. I held the lamp for the doctor. 
The patient was number 250 for the day. 
We called it a day and quit. A young 
oculist from Vienna, passing through, asked 


us to arrange an eye clinic for him. We 


had ninety people with eye disease awaiting 
him. He operated on six cases of diseased 
eyelids, and then said: ‘This is a man’s 
job. I am tired.’ ‘Yes,’ said the mission- 
ary doctor standing by, ‘I know it. I have 
performed twenty such operations ia one 
day.’ 

“Then the battlefields. We _ took 
stretcher-bearers, went 17 miles, and 
brought in 13 badly wounded people. The 
doctor saved 12 of them. About midnight 
soldiers brought 40 of their wounded com- 
rades and stormed the hospital gate. They 
were all cared for at once.” 


Brief Notes.—The Sarda Act forbids 
child marriage, at least below fourteen 
years, but the Hindus violate it right and 
left. Thus in Yanam in the Gudavari dis- 
trict fifty or more such marriages recently 
occurred in four successive days. The 
Madras Mail, of August 23 last, printed 


a photograph of a bridegroom of twenty- 
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five standing beside a child of four and 
And Gandhi, what does he say? 
.., Jeanette Miller of Angola quotes (and 
exemplifies) the words of an English 
Christian to a missionary friend taking a 
London bus: “Get on at The Plow and 
don’t get off till you reach The King’s 
Arms.” (London busses often stop at 
taverns on their route which bear these or 
similar names). ... One of the rich Hun- 
garian magnates, Baron Sanos Kemeney, 
after studying theology, serves as pastor 
without pay in a little parish near his castle. 
Count Sanos Tebeki, another nobleman of 
a family which has already furnished many 
Hungarian pastors to the Church, is in 
training for foreign missionary service. ... 
The purpose of the Jewish National Fund 
is to transform the land of Israel into col- 
lectively-owned property, thus preventing 
speculation in land. Its first purchases 
were made in 1904; its ideal is to make the 
land of Palestine the property of the whole 
people. . . . Thousands of German Jews 
have fled from Germany to Barcelona and 
Spain generally. Ten new synagogues have 
been opened for their accommodation. This 
is a curious inversion of history, for in 
1492 Spanish Jews were fleeing in multi- 
tudes to Germany and Holland. ...A re- 
cent visitor to Palestine writes, in The 
American Israelite: “There is about the 
country an atmosphere of calmness and 
tranquillity that gives character to the whole 
effort to rebuild the Jewish National Home. 
Everywhere is peace and serenity, a spirit 
which for Jews probably cannot be found 
anywhere else. At the laying of the cor- 
nerstone of the new Hebrew University 
Hospital on the Mount of Olives, Jeru- 
salem and Washington were for twenty 
minutes linked by radio, that a group of 


founders in America might listen to the 


addresses in Jerusalem.” ,.. The last Sun- 
day in October has been set apart by the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scot- 
land as Reformation Sunday in which the 
ministry is asked to explain 'to. the people 
the meaning and purpose and history of 
the Scottish Reformation and of the Ref- 
ormation in general, .. . The Church in 
Lisieux (France) dedicated to Sainte 
Therese, of whom Father Coughlin, the 
radio speaker, is an adherent, has in its 
crypt a large box with the inscription, 
“Gifts for the Conversion of Britain.” .. . 
There are certain so-called “lost valleys” 
in Peru of which the geographers know 
nothing. But the colporteurs have found 
them out and brought thither the Word. 
... The large number of weights found 
in all the Palestinian sites excavated is 
proof of the great activity of commerce 
and travel over all the civilized world 
before 2000 B. C. ... The American 
Scripture Gift Mission sends out weekly 
from its Philadelphia headquarters an 
average of 10,000 Bible portions, largely 
to rural and mountain sections. Most of 
these go as free grants to schoolteachers, 
volunteer workers, and home missionaries 
in neglected places. Thousands of boys 
and girls earn Scripture portions by memo- 
rizing passages. They have more leisure 
to read than those in cities. ... From the 
United States comes the largest contribu- 
tion to the Roman Catholic foreign mission 
organization, De Propoganda Fide, — 11,- 
980,272 lire,— France being the second 
largest contributor with 7,088,750 lire. 
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MARCH 17. PETER DELIVERED FROM PRISON. 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 12:1-19,; printed text, 12 :5-17 
Golden Text.—Prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him.—Acts 12 :5b 














Kinc JAMES . VERSION 


The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Acts 12: 5-17 


Acts 12:5 Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was 
made without ceasing of the church unto God for him. 

6 And when Herod would have brought him forth, the same night 
Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains: 
and the keepers before the door kept the prison. . 

4 And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him, and a light 
shined in the prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and raised 
a saying, Arise up quickly. And his chains fell off from his 

ands. 

8 And the angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy 
sandals. And so he did. And he saith unto him, Cast thy garment 
about thee, and’ follow me. 

9 And he went out, and followed him; and wist not that it was 
true which was done by the angel; but thought he saw a vision. 

10 When they were past the first and the second ward, they came 


unto the iron gate that leadeth unto the city; which opened to them — 


of his own accord: and they went out, and passed on through one 
street; and forthwith the angel departed from him. 

11 And when Peter was come. to himself, he said, Now I know of 
a surety, that the Lord hath sent his angel, and hath delivered me 
out of the hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of the people 
of the Jews. 


12 And when he had considered the thing, he came to the house’ 


of Mary the mother of John, whose surname was Mark; where 
many were gathered together praying. 

13 And as Peter knocked at the door of the gate, a damsel came 
to hearken, named Rhoda. 

14 And when she knew Peter’s voice, she opened not the gate 
for gladness, but ran in, and told how Peter stood before the gate. 

15 And they said unto her, Thou art mad. But she constantly 
affirmed that it was even so. Then said they, It is his angel. 

16. But Peter continued knocking: and when they had opened the 
door, and saw, him; they were astonished. 

17 But he, beckoning unto them with the hand to hold their 
peace, deileros unto them how the Lord had brought him out of 


even so. And. they said, It is his angel. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
Acts 12:5 Peter, therefore was kept in the prison: 


but prayer 
was made earnestly of the church unto God for him. 


6 And when 


Herod was about to bring him forth, the same night Peter was sleep- ; 


ing between two soldiers, bound with two chains: and guards ‘before 
the door kept the prison. 7 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood 
by him, and a light shined in the cell: and he smote Péter on ‘the 
side, and awoke ‘him, saying, Rise up quickly. And his chains. fell 
off from his hands. 8 And the. angel said unto him, Gird thyself, 
and bind on thy sandals. And he did so. And he saith unto him, 
Cast thy garment about thee, and follow me. g And he went out, 
and followed; and he knew not that it was true which was done ? by 
the angel, but thought he saw a vision. 106 And when they were 
past the first and the second guard, they came unto the iron -gate 
that leadeth into the city; which opened to them of its own accord: 
and they went out, and passed on through one street; and straight- 
way the angel departed from him. 11 And when Peter was come 


to himself, he said, Now I know of a truth, that the Lord hath sent 
forth his angel and delivered me out of the hand of Herod;:and. 


from all the expectation of the people of the Jews. 12 And when 
he had considered the thing, he came to the house of Mary the 
mother of John whose surname was Mark; where many: were 
gathered together and were praying. 13 And when he knocked at 
the door of the gate, a maid came to answer, named Rhoda. 14 And 
when she knew Peter’s voice, she opened not the gate for joy, but 
ran in, and told that Peter stood before the gate. 15 And they said 
unto her, Thou art mad. But she confidently affirmed that it. was 
16 But Peter continued 
and when they had opened, they saw him; and were 
17 But he, beckoning unto them -with the hand to hold 
their peace, declared unto them how the Lord had brought him forth 
out of the prison. And he said, Tell these things unto James, and 
to the brethren. And he departed, and went to another place. 
1Gr., through. 





the prison. 
the brethren. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


HY is one devoted missionary mir- 
W sxsionsty delivered from the hands 
of his enemies, while another is 

cruelly put to death? What place does 
prayer have in the deliverance, when ear- 
nest prayer has been offered for both? 
Such questions have burdened many Chris- 
tians whose loved ones have been. slain. 
These martyrs, and these deliverances, are 
the continuation of “the Acts of the Apos- 
tles.” Peter’s miraculous deliverance from 
prison in answer to united prayer, imme- 
diately followed the martyrdom of James. 
Peter, like Paul, and like those who follow 
in their train today, was not afraid to die. 
To die for Jesus Christ is more wonderful 
than a miraculous deliverance. I go 
straight to Heaven.” And he did. Let 
us study this lesson that we may know 
better the God of deliverances. 
The Historical Setting 

Herod the king died in A. D. 44, and 
it is probable that the imprisonment and 
deliverance of Peter occurred in the same 
year, not long before Herod’s death. 
Verse by Verse 

Acts 12:5.—Prayer was made without 
ceesing. They did pray day and night, but 
the word rather means. earnestly, . or 


And he said, Go shew these things unto Janies, and. to 
And he departed, and went into another place. 


& z % 5 4 
urgently. like the same word in Luke 22: 
44 (cf. Acts 26:7, “instantly’—1 Pet. 4 
8, “fervent” ). 

Verse 6—When- Herod. See Special 
Topics. . Would have brought. him forth. 
That is, to put him to death. At the end 
of the days of -Unleavened Bread. God's 
deliverances are often delayed till the last 
moment, but never too late. This kept the 
Church steadfastly in prayer. Peter was 
sleeping. It was the night before his ex- 
pected death, but he had no fear, knowing 
that God was able to deliver, and if not, 


the prediction of his Lord would-be fulfilled: 
and he would: glorify God by martyrdom: 


(Dan. 3:17, 18; John 21:18, 19). © Be- 
tween two soldiers ... and the keepers be- 
fore the door. Sixteen: soldiers, four for 
each watch of the night, to guard one hum- 
ble apostle, who had long ago given up 
using the sword (Matt. 26: 51, 52). 


Verse 7—The angel of the Lord. “An 
angel” (cf. Acts 5:19; 8: 263.10: 3, 7, 22; 

Te 93: 27-5 2a). 

Verse 12—When he had considered. He 
is now to use his judgment, but still guided 
by the Lord. Came to the house of Mary 
the mother of John ... Mark. Perhaps 
the main place in Jerusalem where the 
Christians were gathered in prayer: 
Thought to be the house in which the Last 
Supper was held, and in which the one 
hundred and twenty met. For John Mark 
read Acts 12: 253.1375, 133 35::37,° 90; 2 
Timothy 4:11. ~ 
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Verse 13.—A damsel came to -hearken. 


It was probably toward morning, and they- 


must be careful about who was admitted. 
Named Rhoda. The Greek name perhaps 
suggests a Gentile: slave girl, who was a 
believer, a sister in Christ to her mistress. 


Verse 15.—Thou art mad. Probably 
there was an element of “believing not 
for very joy,” as we would say, “It ‘can- 


not be,” when we earnestly hope ‘it may 


be. It is his angel. They try every. ‘ex- 


planation except the truth, which is “too: 


good to be true.” They believed that .each 
Christian had a guardian angel; which 
might appear in the form of the person 
over whom he watched (cf. Matt. 18:10). 


Verse 17—Go shew these things unto ° 


James. Probably the brother of the Lord, 
head of the Church at Jerusalem. De- 
parted, and went into another place. This 
seems to indicate that he sent word to the 
brethren because he was leaving Jerusalem, 
for safety’s sake (Matt. 10: 23). 


The Heart of: the Lesson 


The Lord’s love and tender care was 
lavished equally upon James, murdered by 
King Herod, and upon Peter, delivered 
from King Herod. He told them not to 
be afraid of those “that kill the body, and 
after that have no more that they can do” 
(Luke 12:4). ° He told them—and us — 


“the very hairs of your head are all num-_ 


bered” (Luke' 12:7). He told them that 
the enemy would perseciite them, put them 
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Lesson: for March 17 


in prison, “and some of you shall they 
cause to be put: to death” (Luke 21: 16). 
Then- follows. the remarkable -promise: 
“Not an hair of your head [shall] perish.” 
This was:as true of James as it was of 
Peter ;.as true of John Stam and his wife 
as of Robert Porteous and his wife (Dan. 
3:17). ‘There is the deliverance to further 
service on earth, or there is the greater de- 
liverance into the very presence of. their 
Lord (Heb. 11:35). Oh, that we might 
believe in the reality of that unseen world! 
Why does our Lord take one, and “deliver” 
the other? Paul knew that it was far bet- 
ter to depart. and be -with Christ, but it 
was more needful for God’s service that 
Paul should abide here. So it was with 


Peter; his martyrdom was to come later,’ 


because Peter still had a service to per- 
form, at the Jerusalem Council, and in 
other places. The witness of James, like 
the witness of Stephen, was completed. 
And the message to us in this great con- 
flict is: Pray! pray! pray! United prayer, 
without ceasing, unto’ God, for our mis- 
sionaries, for one another, for all ‘men. 
Afid as we pray, God works. 
Lesson Outlines 
THe CHurcH IN CONFLICT AND VICTORY 
1. James in Glory: first apostolic mar- 
tyr for Christ (Acts 12: 1-3). 
2. Peter in prison: made fast by all of 
man’s power (Acts 12: 3-6). 
3. The Church at prayer: in weakness 


crying to God against the enemy (12:5, 


¥2). 
‘4. God at work: and who can hinder? 
(12: 7-11). 
5. The Church rejoicing: 


57}. 
-6. The Enemy judged: untouched and 
unchanged by God’s working (12: 18-23). 
7. The Gospel triumphing: moving on. 
to greater victory (12: 24).: 
Gov’s PrepIcTED PRoGRAM 
1. Persistent persecution, 
2. Prevailing prayer. 
3. Promised power. 


* 
Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Herod the King. Herod the Great, who 
was king of the Jews when Christ was 
born, ruled over all Judza and Samaria 
and Galilee, beside other. territory. His 
grandson, this “Herod the king,’ also 
called Herod Agrippa I, gained favor with 
the Emperors Caligua and Claudius and had 
one territory added after another until, dur- 
ing the last three years of his life, A. D. 
413 to 44, he reigned over the territory of 
Herod the Great, as the last “king of the 
Jews.” He died as described in Acts 12, 
in his fifty-fourth year. He had four chil- 
dren, three of them mentioned in Acts: 
King Agrippa II, before whom Paul spoke; 
Bernice; and Drusilla, wife of Felix. 

Persecution. Study the persecutions re- 
corded in Acts. 
how the persecution was overruled for the 
progress of the Gospel. 

Fulfilled Prophecies. Study the conaniitee 
able prophecies of our Lord concerning the 
future persecution of his ministers, and 
mark how everything happened exactly as 
he said it would (Matt. 5: 10-12; 10: 16- 
39; Luke 21: 12-19). © 

Peter Strengthening His Brethren. Study 


the -answer - 
exceedingly above expectation (12: 13- 


Notice the causes, and 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
11. March 17.—Peter Delivered from Prison. 
Acts 12: 1-19 

12. March 24.—Peter Describes the Christian 
EAD. Sete ceeneceseeveusocses 1 Peter 3: 8-18 

13. March 31.—Review: Lessons From the 
Life and Letters of Peter: 

1. Peter §:6-11; 2 Peter 3: 14-18 
Second Quarter 

1. April 7.—The Heavenly Father ..Psalm 
103 : I-5, 10-14; Isaiah 40 : 27-31; Mat- 
thew 6 : 24-34; ‘Luke 11:2; John 3: 

3-6; 8 : 40-47; 14 : 1-31; Romans 8 : 14- 
17; Hebrews 12: 5-11 

2. April 14.—Christ the Saviour ..Luke 2: 

II, 30-32; 1§ : 3-7; John 3: 14-17; 10: 
Q-1I, 14-16, 27, 28; Acts 3:1-18; Ro- 
mans §:1-11; Philippians 2: 5-11; 

2 Timothy 1:9, 10 

3. April 21.—The Future Life (Easter Les- ~ 
,son). ..Matthew 25 : 31-46; Mark 12: 

. 26, 27; Luke 24: 1-12; John. 14: 1- 
‘6; 1 Corinthians 15: 3-20, 50-58; 1 
Thessalonians 4 : 13-18; Revelation 22 : 1-5 

4. April 28. — The Holy Scriptures. 
Deuteronomy 6: 4-9; Joshua 1:8, 9; 

2 Kings 22: 8-20; Nehemiah 8: 1-8; 
Psalm 19 :-7-14;' Luke 2 : 25-32; Acts 

17.2 10-12; 2 Timothy -3:14-17;. He- 

brews 1: 1-4 

5..May 5.—Sin, Repentance, and Faith. 
Genesis 3 : 1-24; Isaiah 1 : 10-20; Mark 
2:1-12; Luke 15: 11-24; Acts 2: 32- 

39; Romams 1 : 18-32; 3 : 10-18; 5: 

6. May 12,—The Christian Church ..Mat- 
thew 16: 13-20; Mark 4: 26-32; Acts 
2:41-47; Romans 12: 4-8; Ephesians 

3 38°4Bg . 32 19-283 Gt 1-363 -8 ¢22-273 
1 Timothy 3: 15 








Peter’s striking teachings on suffering and 
persecution in his first letter. They are 


‘not only inspired, but come out of his own 


experiences of God’s grace (1 Pet. 1:6, 7; 
2: 19-25; 3:14 to 4:2; 4: 12-19.) 

Other Special Topics. Prayer and Mir- 
acles:~ Angel Ministry. Modern Martyrs. 


James the'son of John (Matt. 20: 22,°23).. 


Practical and Personal: Applications 
Expect persecution. © Individuals . who 
live godly will suffer persecution (2 Tim, 
3:12). A Church loyal to Christ and ag- 
gressive for him will suffer persecution. 


Expect miracles of deliverance. 


Trust and give thanks when martyrdom: 


comes. Read Hebrews 11: 35. 


Pray without ceasing! Let us pray 
through, to the accomplishment of the 
Lord’s purpose. Pray with a certainty that 
God hears. Pray in the. darkest moment, 
when prayer seems not to avail. 


Let us wait for God’s working. There 
are things that God alone can do. There 
are gates that God must open. Our part 
is to look up, and be patient, while we wait. 

Let us be instant and eager to do our 
part. God opened the gates of the prison 
for Peter. Peter had to get his friends 
to open the gate to the house. Herein is 
a glorious parable. 


Is our church a praying church? Prayer 
is the key to revival. Let us pray that 
our church will unite in prayer for God’s 
miracles, 

Let us encourage united prayer of many 
churches for revival. 

Pray earnestly and constantly for the 
missionaries in danger zones. 
deliverances occur in our day, and in every 
case they occur in answer to prayer. And 


Supernatural, . 
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prayer is not lost or unanswered when the 
missionary is slain and goes to be with the 
Lord. 


Rejoice in tribulation, and rest quietly 
when in danger. That is what Peter did. 


Let rulers honor God, and beware of his 
judgments. Let Christian ministers be 
faithful in warning those in authority that 
God considers their actions. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


_ There is a time to pray, and there is a 
time to sleep; the Church was praying 
while Peter was sleeping. 


Those praying disciples were disturbed 
when their prayer was interrupted by the 
knocking at- the door; how often our 
prayers are suddenly interrupted by the 
glorious answer. 


Men do not hear the voice of God in 
mighty workings today because they are 
listening to the Herods of the world and 
saying :“‘the voice of a god!” (Acts 12: 20- 
23). 

. Trouble, prayer, deliverance is the blessed 
circle that comes again and again in the 
life of the faithful Christian. 


God’s poured-out power is never separate 
from the poured-out prayer of. believers. 

Among the “all things” that work to- 
gether for good are included all the activ- 
ities of Satan and his agents agairist the 
children of God. 


Prayer and despair never room together. 


_ More nights of prayer will result in more 
days of revival victory for the Church. 
Cotumazra, S. C. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and ae character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Mr. -McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different 
members of your class, ‘letting them see 
whether they can discover the answers as 
given on a later page of this issue? 


WE was James allowed to be _ killed, 
and Peter delivered at this time? Were 
there no prayers for James? 

2. What should prayer include? 

3- What marked differences are there be- 
tween the escape of. Peter from prison and 
that of Paul and Silas at Philippi? 

4. What striking similarities are there in 
both these deliverances ? 

5.'Can you mention several prophecies of 
the Lord jesus, made when he was on earth, 


that were fulfilled in the twelfth. chapter of 
Acts? 


6. What indicates that James, the’ brother 
of ‘John, was prominent and active in the 
Church? If he was, why are none of his 
works recorded in the Acts? 


7. What would seem to indicate that Peter 
did not expect to be delivered so soon from 
Herod? What would seem to indicate that 
a did expect deliverance? 

Why do you think the Lord allowed 
tate to be in prison until the last minute 
sey 12:6) before delivering him? 

. What two great services, among others, 
did Peter render to the Church after his de- 
liverance from Herod, showing that the min- 
istry the Lord planned for him was not com- 
pleted at this time? 

10. Did Peter leave Jerusalem when he 
went to “another place” (Acts 12: 17) after 


visiting John Mark’s house? What is there 


to indicate where he went? 





Answers to the Questions - 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 147 of this issue. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and. two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the day 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

Knee Action.—Prayer was made with- 
out ceasing of the church unto God 
(Golden Text). When the Presbyterian 
leaders of the synod’s council met in San 
Francisco to plan for their benevolent pro- 
gram, the foreign missions committee 
brought in a report in which occurred the 
following sentence: “If so-called knee 
action will make a better automobile, surely 
more devoted and consecrated ‘knee action’ 
in prayer will make possible a better mis- 
sionary enterprise.’—From The Union Sig- 
nal. Sent by Howard M, Green, Hornell, 
ee Fs 


Why Some Prayers Are Unanswered.— 
Prayer was made without ceasing of the 
church unto God for him (Golden Text). 
Peter Mackenzie, the famous Methodist 
preacher, ‘was noted for the replies he often 
made to those who favored him with re- 
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marks on spiritual matters. “My prayers 
are not answered,” complained a Chris- 
tian to him one day. “Oh,” replied Peter, 
“possibly that’s because your prayers are 
like some promissory notes — presented be- 
fore they are due.” Do not cease to 
pray—From the King’s Business. Sent 
by Gurn Menickam, Woriur, Trichinopoly, 
S. India. 


Only Evening Prayers Needed? — 
Prayer was made without ceasing (Golden 
Text). Some people do not think of the 
life beyond till’ the evening of this life 
presses itself upon them. “Do your folks 
have family prayer before breakfast?” 
asked littie Georgie. “No,” replied young 
Albert; “we have prayers before we go 
to bed. We ain't afraid in the daytwme!” 
—From Moody Monthly. Sent by Howard 
M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. Prize illustration, 


Released by Prayer.—Prayer was made 
earnestly (Golden Text, R. V.}. Dr. Tor- 
rey in illustrating the definiteness of 
prayer, telis the following: “Up in a 
little town in Maine, things were pretty 
dead some: years ago, .The churches were 
not accomplishing anything. There were 
a few godly men in the churches, and they 
said, “Here we are, only uneducated lay- 
men, but something must be done in this 
town, Let us form a praying band. We 
will all center our prayers on one man; 
who shall it be?” They picked out one 
of the hardest men in town, a hopeless 
drunkard, and all centered their prayers 
on him. In a week he was converted. 
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Many of .Dr. Pace’s choicest cartoons have been published in poster 


with a display frame, may be had for $7. 


Fifty-two of these, 


form. 
A number are also available-in tract form. - 


Orders 
should be sent to the Gospel Truth Poster Service, 113 E.. Raymend. Street, Van Wert, Ohio. 
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They centered their prayers on the next 
hardest man in town, and soon he was 
converted. Then they took up another and 
another, until within a year, two or three 
hundred were brought to Christ, and ‘the 
fire spread out into the surrounding coun- 
try. Definite prayer for those in the prison 
house of sin is the need of the day.— Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


A Radio Experience.—Where many 
were gathered together praying (v. 12). 
A radio operator was once called over “the 
phone by a distraught mother. She said: 
“My husband is on a coast-traveling ship 
tonight while our little boy is very ill 
and he does. not know it. Will you send 
him word?” The musical programs were 
stopped, and the call was thrown out into 
the air. The father was down in Chesa- 
peake Bay and “caught” it in time to 
hasten and see his boy before he died. Is 
God’s hand shortened that he cannot sim- 
ilarly utilize prayer?—From the Pastor’s 
Journal. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., Utica, 
Ns. ; 


A Little Girl’s Quaint Prayer.—Praying 
(v. 12). There was a lassie in.q certain 
home, and one day nearly every one she 
heard speak said something was going 
wrong. Father said business was not right; 
mother was worried, and spoke about it; 
her big brother felt the world was too 
full of lessons, and told her what he 
thought. So when she kneeled down to 
say her prayers that night, she went 
through her ordinary ones, and then added 
an extra one quite on her, own account. 
It was this: “And, O dear God, do take 
care of yourself, for if anything should 
happen to you, what would happen to us?” 
—From “Five Thousand Best Modern II- 
lustrations,” by Hallock. Sent by Maggie 
Elizabeth Evans, Britton, Tex. 


From the: Plations 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee today for thy many deliverances 
from difficulties that have beset us. Now let 
us not forget the needs of thy children; and 
though in the midst of many disciplines, - we 
rejoice in thy deliverances which meet. us in 
crisis times, when we feel especially helpless 
as to any human aid. We pray that we may 
realize that thou dost often arouse us to’ some 
new and glad deliverance when we ourselves are 
not aware of thy purposes. Help us, we pray 
thee, so to live that we may count upon thy 
loving care in all of the circumstances in life. 
We ask this in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Amen. : 

After the Lesson.—You have seen in 
this wonderful lesson how God does deliver 
his servants, when it is his will to do so, 
in ways that perhaps we least expect. There 
are two words in this lesson that are in 
great contrast, — prayer and prison, Peter 
was kept in prison, and then there are two 
words which make a tremendous difference, 
— “but prayer.” And then in this deliver- 
ance of Peter from prison, one hindrance 
after another was overcome, and Peter, 
thinking he saw a vision, went out. And 
only after the final hindrance was removed, 
did he come to himself arid realize that this 
was the Lord’s work, the Lord’s deliverance 
that had been made possible for him. Will 
you just think for a moment about that 
iron gate? That was the last barrier, and 














thin: ee 


—_——-—¢>== 








Lesson for March 17 


that gate opened to Peter and the angel, 
of its own accord. If we will but notice 
it from day to day, God is always opening 
iron gates for us, which would hold us in 
the very hour of difficulty. Shall we not 
trust him fully in the days to come? Let 
us pray. 





PETER IN RISON 
CHURCH IN I RAYER 


ESULT 
ELEASE 


GOD !IS ABLE! 














The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


United Prayer.—Prayer was made with- 
eut ceasing ... unto God for him (Acts 
12:5). These early Christians seem to 
have known exactly what to do in a time 
of trouble. They gathered at the house of 
Mary, mother of John Mark “together 
praying” (v. 12): Closet praying, church 
praying, service praying, prayer-list pray- 
ing, silent praying, all have their places 
in the religious life of the Christian 
and are covered by sure and certain prom- 
ises, but there is no praying like a group 
of like-minded coming together and on its 
several knees cry to God in a united burn- 
ing desire (Matt. 18:19, 20; 1 John 5: 
14, 15). 

It is this sort of prayer that opens “jail” 
doors.- There are lots of folks who are 
cabined, coffined, and confined, by circum- 
stances. “Be thine own palace or the 
world’s thy gaol” sings the old English poet 
in our last lesson. Because there has never 
been anything “palatial” in his life many 
a Christian is found “behind the bars.” A 
palace is the residence of a sovereign, Your 
body is intended to be the residence of 
royalty (1 Cor. 3:16). A life like that 
with a circle of similar friends who know 
God can never be kept behind “bars” There 
is nothing in all the world to equal a genu- 
ine prayer circle, 

Later Paul and Silas, behind the bars, 
opened the doors of the jail by prayer and 
song. That was an “inside job” as the 
police say. In our lesson today the doors 
were opened for Peter, and this was an 
“outside job.” Tennyson could just as well 
have said, “More things are wrought by 
united prayer than this world dreams of.” 
Peter and Paul and Silas were not the last 
Christians to find this out. 


“Pansies.”—They went out, and passed 
on through one street; and forthwith the 
angel departed from him (v. 10). Here is 
a verse thousands read and do not get the 
tremendous and significant lesson of it. 
The key of the verse is that little word 
ONE, before street. Or, as we would say, 
First Avenue or Front Street. No one says 
“One Street” in Coatesville or “Avenue 
Five” in’ New York. Why did not the 
“angel” take Peter all the way to where 
his friends were praying? ‘Why take him 
no farther than down First Avenue to 
Main Street and let him get, as best he 


could, along Main Street to Eighth Avenue 


and up Eighth to Chestnut and around the 
corner to Mark’s home? 
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Here is the answer: Heaven never does 
anything for a man he can do himself. 
Never coddles. Have you ever known a 
boy or girl whose doting anc. foolish mother 
did everything for him all the way up into 
manhood and womanhood? What poor 
helpless, sapless, impossibles they were! 
Our daughter once brought one such girl 
home from college with her. “Never 
again!” That’s one answer why the angel 
takes Peter no farther than “One Street.” 

We have a couple of boys in our family 
who have never expressed but one great 
fear when their mother or grandmother 
was trying to clean them up and groom 
them a little. “Oh, Mother, I don’t want 
to be a sis!” When they are teasing one 
another the word is, “Oh, you pansy!” I 
am told “Pansy” is the floral word for 
“Sis.” .God would have us manly and 
womanly (1 Cor. 16:13; Psa. 18:29). 

Take careful note of this: It is when 
God’s servants are scraping the bottom of 
the barrel and the cruse of oil is about done 
that “Elijah” comes along (1 Kings 17: 
12-14). It is when we say, “Well, I guess 
that winds us up,” the angel steps into the 
picture. When we have all hustled and 
“given till our backs crack” has come the 
unexpected gifts that put us “over.the top.” 
God would not have us “Pansies.” 


The Surprise of Answered Prayer.— 
She opened not the gate for gladness (v. 
14). “Now isn’t that just like a girl!” 
I can hear our boys exclaim. Like most 
boys, I thought I would like to have a gun 
and be a Nimrod (Gen. 10:8, 9). So one 
day I borrowed a double barrel shot gun 
and went out with the gang to hunt rabbits. 
Old Billy Clark’s clearin’ over back of 
Skelp Level was a good rabbit place. The 
boys had caught them there with box traps, 
dead falls, and snares. All of which, by 
the way, are illegal now. 

With both triggers cocked on the old- 
fashioned shot gun we were stealthily mov- 
ing through the chestnut sprouts and laurel 
bushes when right ahead of me up jumped 
a big-cotton tail and went leaping and scam- 
pering through the underbrush, while I put 
up a surprised yell, “There he goes! There 
he goes!” “Why didn’t you shoot, you big 
boob,” cried Charley Wilson in disgust. 
“Why, Charley, I was startled so I never 
thought of shooting.” That was the only 
rabbit we saw, and that was my first and 
last “goin’ a gunnin’,” 

I have never been a shooter. Never 
owned any sort of gun. - Killing harmless 
birds and animals for sport never appealed 
to me since that rabbit day. My sympathy 
is with the hunted. I guess it is because 
I like animal stories like Kipling’s “Jungle 
Books.” “Tarzan,” etc. 

Because of this disgraceful spectacle I 
made of myself on my first rabbit hunt I 
can understand exactly how little Miss 
Rhoda felt when this answer to a maiden’s 
prayer suddenly popped up before her at 
the door: And for that matter are we not 
all more or less surprised when an ariswer 
to prayer suddenly puts in its appearance? 
Can’t you hear the Master say, “Oh, ye 
of little faith”? (Matt. 8:10, 26.) 

CoATESVILLE, Pa. 

v 


The 1934 Index to the. Times will add to 
the usefulness of your file of copies. Price 
15 cents, postpatd.. The Sunday School 
Times Co., 325 N. 13th St.,: Philadelphia. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


ERE is another lesson that is so dra- 

matic that your paper doll Peter must 
act it out. Build your prison out of card- 
board, with the inner prison and the first 
and second wards. Show Peter sleeping 
between two soldiers, bound with a chain 
(thread). In telling the story, have the 
prison without a top so they can all see 
Peter. On the other end of the table, have 
another box which is the house of Mary, 
the mother of John Mark, where the dis- 
ciples are praying. You can use the dolls 
you had for Lesson 6, with a few lady 
dolls added. Make the story, real, and be 
sure you tell it right, for on Monday your 
children will be telling it over with their 
paper dolls. 

Make clear to the children that while 
these people were praying, God was an- 
swering their prayer. I think they were 
asking God to hold Peter true and faithful, 
and deliver him from prison, if it was His 
will, And that is the way God wants us 
to pray. He wants every one of us to pray 
to him, and tell him all our troubles and 
joys, and ask that he may just show us 
what he wants us to do, every day. God 
shows even little children what he wants 
them to do. Sometimes he shows them 
by. means of the Bible. We have a Mem- 
ory Verse today that tells us one thing to 
do. ‘What is it? “Pray one for another” 
(Jas. 5:16b). I think we will bow our 
heads and pray for those of our class who 
are sick. (Get the names and pray for 
them by name.) 

Now we are going to make a prayer c-rd 
to take home and hang on the wall, so we 
will remember to ask God every day to 
care for us and lead us, and to forgive 
our sins. Just one word on our card, 
Pray. There is one prayer God always 
wants to hear, and that is a prayer for 
somebody who doesn’t love Jesus Christ, 
that he or she may learn to love him. 
Maybe there is a brother or a sister, or a 
playmate, that needs praying for. Will 
you do it? 

Teacher, do your best to make your chil- 
dren understand that prayer must be for 
things, only if they are God’s will for us. 
My early life was made almost faithless 
because some one told me to pray and God 
would give me what I asked. I asked for 
a silk dress, which I didn’t receive, and I 
wouldn’t pray for years. By using Father 
or Mother as an example, and explaining 
that they can’t give children just what they 
want, because it would not be best for the 
child, you can get the idea over to them. This 
is another lesson that needs much prayer 
in its preparation. You are making imopres- 
sions for eternity on these little children. 

Mopesto, CAL. 

we 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for March 17) 


1. Doubtless there was prayer for James 
as well as for Peter. But God’s will for Peter 
was deliverance for more service, while God’s . 
will for James was death and glory. 

2. Praise, worship, communion, arid petition 
for the accomplishment of God’s will. Many 
people, even. Christians, seem to consider 
prayer as merely a sort of formula for get- 
ting what they want, but this is a wholly 
mistaken idea. 


3. Peter’s escape was in great silence; there 
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was no sound except the voice of the an 
whispering in Peter’s ear; chains slipped : 
doors opened and the great iron gate to the 
street swung silently upon its hinges at Peter’s 
approach. On the other hand, at Philippi, 
there was first the spirited singing of the 
two prisoners; there was a terrific earthquake 
that shook the prison to pieces and loosed 
the bonds of all the prisoners; there was the 
outcry of the jailer and conversion of 
himself and his family; there was the refusal 
of Paul and Silas to depart secretly and 
quietly, and they required that they be liber- 
ated officially and with the same publicity 
and clamor with which they had been im- 
prisoned. 

4. In both cases the imprisonment was be- 
cause of service to the Lord Jesus Christ; 
in both, the release was through and by the 
mighty power of God; in both, there was 
prayer preceding; in both, the liberated pris- 
oners went immediately to the homes of pray- 
ing Christians — Peter to the home of John 
Mark’s mother, and Paul and Silas to the 
home of Lydia. 

5. He prophesied that the disciples would 
be persecuted for his sake, that they would 
be handed over to kings and put in prison, 
and that some would be killed, but t all 
would be protected. 

6. The fact: that James was one of the 
inner circle of three disciples, and the fact 
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that Herod the king killed James in order 
to please the Jews, would indicate his promi- 
hence and leadership. The’ Book of Acts 
is not intended to record all the acts of the 
apostles, but only those that have a bearing 
on the purpose of the book. Hence, there is 
nothing said about the activity of any of the 
twelve apostles except Peter, with incidental 
mention of John. 


7. It seems clear that Peter did not ex- 
pect an angel to come and deliver him, for 
some time passed before he realized that it 
was true. He slept in perfect peace, trusting 
the Lord for the morrow. The Lord predicted 
that Peter would be martyred when he was 
old, and at this time he may not have 
more than fifty or fifty-five; this may have 
given him assurance of deliverance. 


8. Very frequently it is God’s method to 
wait until the last moment so that all can 
realize the exceeding greatness of the deliv- 
erance when everything from a human stand- 
point seems hopeless. At the same time this 
delay encouraged the Church in their united 
prayer, and in the blessings that came from 
their prayer. It taught Christians to persevere 
in prayer until the end. It gave greater joy 
when the deliverance came. 


9. The writing of his two wonderful Epis- 
tles, and standing with Paul in guiding the 
Church in. the Jewish controversy to hold to 
salvation by grace (Acts 12). 


10. The fact that he instructed them to tell 
James (head of the Jerusalem church) indi- 
cates that he left Jerusalem; also it was the 
sensible thing to do (Matt. 10: 23). 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 
How .the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Prayer. Rescue. 


Discussion: What are the prison doors 
and the shackles that bind a fellow down 
and keep him from doing his best? 


Objective: Making full use of the prayer 
key. 


AY, fellows, here was the most remark- 

able, the most wonderful jail delivery 
that ever happened, Only one other can 
be compared to it; that was when Paul 
and Silas made their escape at Philippi; 
but in the latter case the Lord used an 
earthquake to shake the jail to pieces. In 
this case of Peter, there was no stir, no 
sound. Even the guards who were chained 
to Peter in the cell were not awakened. 
The chains simply slipped from Peter like 
melting candles, and the heavy iron doors 
and gates were silently opened by an un- 
seen force. A powerful king had Peter put 
in jail. Sixteen stalwart men were de- 
tailed to keep him there. Four at a time 
would guard him for three hours; then the 
next four would come on duty. Two of 
the four were chained to the prisoner in- 
side the cell, while the other two stood 
guard outside the cell. .The cell door was 
doubtless securely locked. The prison gates 
were also locked and barred. King Herod 
wanted to make sure of Peter. He knew 
something of the supernatural power that 
accompanied Peter’s acts, so he put a heavy 
guard about him. You may depend those 
soldiers did their utmost to prevent their 
prisoner’s escape, for they well knew their 
own chopped-off heads would pay the pen- 
alty for failure. And indeed that is just 
what happened. 

Peter adjusted himself as well as pos- 
sible between the guards to whom he was 
chained, and went to sleep. So also did 
his. guards bow. their heads upon their 
knees and take a snooze... Then the mir- 
acle. God moved. And when God moves, 
things happen. “My expectation is from 
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him” (Psa, 62:5). “The Lord God... 
a doeth wondrous things”! (Psa. 72: 
18. 

“Peter!” whispered a voice in the pris- 
oner’s ear. Then Peter felt a little nudge 
in his side and some mysterious power lifted 
him to his feet, as the voice said, “Get up! 
Hurry! Tie your girdle, put on your shoes 
and your cloak and follow me!” Peter, see- 
ing his chains had fallen off, lost no time 
doing as the angel bade him (for it was 
an angel of the Lord), and in a moment 
he was walking out of that jail like no- 
body’s business. Peter might have won- 
dered what would happen when he came to 
the big iron gate, but as he appruached 
the ponderous iron doors it was as though 
his foot sprung an electric switch, for the 
great mass of metal swung silently ‘and 
swiftly open. ‘There was nothing for Peter 
to do but march out —and fellows, he did 
not fail to do it. 

Now this was all because God moved. 
But it is further interesting to note that 
something moved God . .. and that some- 
thing was prayer. Prayer was made by 
Peter’s friends, without ceasing.’ So it 
was prayer that was the key that iutilocked 
the prison door. It was prayer that loosed 
the shackles from the prisoner’s wrists ‘and 
ankles. Bi 

Fellows, right here pick up the key of 
prayer and string it on with your auto- 
mobile key; you will choose the right way 
and guide wisely in driving. Let that key 
be on the keychain with your front: door 
key ; it will direct your steps-as you go out 
and in. Let it be with the key to your cabi- 
net, your treasure box, your desk drawer; 
it will enable you to make wise and right 
decisions in your investments and as‘ you 
go about the routine duties of the day, or 
at school. More than that: it will release 
you from prison, if you are confined there. 
And who is not—to some degree? Every 
hurtful habit is a prison cell,- Prejudice: is 
a prison cell; unbelief is a prison cell; lazi- 
ness is a prison cell; resentment, spite, and 
bad humor are prison cells; impure think- 
ing is a prison cell, Do you want to get 
out into the pure atmosphere, into the 
open spaces of Jesus Christ’s wonderful 
companionship? Here’s the key: it’s prayer. 
Take it, old fellow}; and use it. Use it every 
time you use any other key. It not orily 
releases from the prison cells, but it opéns 
into the thrill of real achievement in worth- 
while things. 


Greenszoro, N. C. 





Teacher Training Lessons 


Preliminary Course of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 





In this department each week President 
McQuilkin and Secretary Benson, of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association, 
give helps to accompany Unit II and Unit 
VI of the Preliminary Course of this As- 
sociation. In addition to the thousands con- 
tinuing this course in church and .commu- 
nity classes or correspondence schools ‘in 
which they are already enrolled, this affords 
a favorable opportunity for new students 


. to take up the work. The Preliminary 
Training Course is offered in six Units 


and a certificate of credit is awarded at 
the completion of each. This permits new 
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students to enroll at any time for any part 
of the course, and receive credit Unit by 
- Unit toward a teacher’s certificate. Old 


Testament Poetry and Prophecy is the con- - 


tent of the twelve lessons of Unit I1; Sun- 
day School Administration is taken up in 
-Unit VI. For information concerning the 
organization: of a-church or community 
-class, or enrollment in a correspondence 
school, address Clarence H. Benson, Sec- 
retary, Evangelical Teacher Training As- 
“sociation, 153 Institute Place, Chicago. 


Lesson 11. Old Testament 
Poetry and Prophecy 
By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
NAHUM 


AHUM, like Jonah, prophesies of 

Nineveh, the mighty capital of As- 
syria. Jonah’s message resulted in re- 
pentance, while Nahum foretold the total 
destruction of this cruel enemy of Israel. 
The prophecy. was written after the de- 
-struction of INo-Amon or Thebes, in 664 
B. C., which Nahum uses as an example of 
what shall befall Nineveh, though it seemed 
impossible in his day (3:8-10). When 
‘captured, the supposed impregnable walls 
-were washed away by the overflow of the 
Tigris, and this “overrunning flood” was 
clearly predicted in Nahum (+:8; 2:6). 
The greatness and wealth of Assyria, her 
cruelty and wickedness, her witchcraft and 
idolatry are pictured by the prophets, then 
the completeness of her destruction by the 
Chaldeans, with their raging chariots, fan- 
cifully interpreted by some-as a prophecy 
of automobiles (2:4). Nahum predicts 
also the restoration and blessing of Judah 
and Israel (1:15 to 2:2). 


HaBaKKUK 


oe prophecy consists of the complaints 
_4 of the prophet and the replies of Jehovah, 
telling of the coming of the Chaldeans or 
Babylonians, that bitter and hasty nation, 
terrible and dreadful. -The prophet stands 
on.the watchtower, and hears the prophecy 


Pr 


The Special Book 
and Bible Offers 
are Still Good! 


F YOU will send us five zew ten weeks - 

subscriptions to the TIMES at 25 cents 
each, to be sent to five of your friends 
who ‘have not ‘been subscribers within 
the past six.-months, you my have one 
of these : 

1. The Scofield Reference Ne. Testa- 
ment, as described ‘in the TIMES ci 
January 12, and February 9, 1955. 

2. Flexible binding, illustrated Text 
Bible, as described in the TIMES 
of October 13, 1934, and several 
earlier issues. 

3. A binder for a year’s issues of the 
TIMES. 

4. Two SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Cal- 
endars for 1935 containing 12 
Palestine pictures, daily verse, and 
Sunday school lesson references. 

Just send the five trial subscriptions 

with $1.25,:and select one of the above, 
which will be sent to you without ad- 
ditional charge. 


“THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
$25 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


























- Antichrist, 


circles. 
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‘of the tarrying vision, the promise of full 


deliverance for God’s people. . This is 
quoted in Hebrews (10: 37, 38) as apply- 
ing to the second coming of Christ. The 
leader of the Babylonians is a type of the 
the -proud ruler of the end 
times. In connection with this tarrying 
vision of victory occurs the great faith 
verse, quoted three times by Paul (2:4; 
Rom. 1:17; Gal. 3:11; Heb. 10: 38). The 
third chapter is: one of the most sublime 
of all ‘poems, climaxing with the cry of 
joy in Jehovah: in the midst of dire de- 


’ pression. 


OBADIAH 


DOM, one of the worst of the enémies 
of Israel, is denounced in this short 


“prophecy, written soon after the destruc- 


tion of Jerusalem. Edom revelled in the 
ruin of Israel, but God pronounces doom 
on “the mount of Esau,” secure in their 
rocky fortresses, noted for their pride, for 
their wise men, and their military prowess. 
Edom, like the other enemies, is a type 
of all enemies of God, especially of the 
last great enemies that. will arise against 
his people. But while they will be de- 
stroyed, Israel will be restored. 


Lesson11. Accomplishments 


By Clarence H. Benson 


STANDARD Sunday school is im- 

possible without a real teacher, a real 
lesson, and a real pupil. We have already 
seen that a real teacher can be acquired by 
training, and a real lesson by providing 
comprehensive, consecutive, and complete 
Bible instruction.” Real pupils are also 
possible if the Sunday school will take pains 
to test, record, arid recognize their accom- 
plishments. The woeful revelations of 
Bible ignorance have largely. been from 
examinations condticted outside of church 
Had the Sunday school employed 
a plan for testing the progress of its pupils 
it would long ago have discovered the in- 
adequacy of its instruction. 

We are admonished to bring up our chil- 
dren’ in “the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord.” Not only does this mean sys- 
tematic instruction, but disciplinary mea- 
sures that will develop Christian character. 
Many of the shortcomings so conspicuous 
in the church membership of today can be 
traced to neglect of training in the Sunday 
school. Church members will attend serv- 
ices regularly and punctually, contribute 
liberally, afid worship reverently if these 
Christian characteristics have been incul- 
cated in the Sunday school. during the 
habit-forming period. A~- Bible-loving, 
Bible-studying, and Bible-obeying church is 
likely to result when these important essen- 
tials are stressed in the Sunday school. 

Within the past decade no single feature 
of the Sunday school has arisen from .ap- 
parent obscurity and forged to the front 
with greater rapidity than this matter of 
determining an adequate method for meas- 
uring the pupil’s accomplishments. The 
wide and successful use of the Six Point 
Record System by the Southern Baptist 
Convention has attracted the attention of 
all educators to this scientific and effective 
plan for measuring, recording, and recog- 
nizing definite progress on the part of the 
individual pupil. The name of the system 
suggests its nature. It records six points 


life of the flesh is in the blood,” 
essential that we should “drink the blood” 
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on which pupils are graded — attendance, 


‘punctuality, Bible, offering, church serv- 


ice, and lesson preparation. These require- 
ments ‘are simple and yet sufficient for the 
nurture’ and admonition of the pupil. A 
Sunday school that keeps such a system 
of records and gives adequate recognition 
to attainment will soon be known as a real 
school, just as other educational institu- 
tions are so regarded, not only because they 
have competent teachers on the faculty, but 
also a system of testing the accomplish- 
ments of the pupil. 


What Is Heavenly Food? 
(Continued from second page) 


11, Jehovah says: “I will even set my 
face against that soul that eateth blood, 
and will cut-him off from among his peo- 
ple. For the life of the flesh is in the 
blood.” This may mean that in drinking 
the blood of a beast the one who drinks 
may be partaking. of the beast’s own life 


-and nature, and this should by all means 


be avoided. 

But the passage goes on to say of the 
blood: “I have given it to you upon the 
altar to make an atonement for your souls: 
for it is the blood that maketh an atone- 
ment for the soul.” 

Every ‘intelligent student of Scripture 
knows .that “the blood of bulls and of 
goats” could never “take away sins” (Heb. 
10:4), and that the bloody sacrifices of 
the Old Covenant only served to point 
to a better sacrifice than these (Heb. 9: 
23), even the blood of Christ, without 
which there can be no remission. 

Therefore, while the drinking of the 
blood of beasts was forbidden to Israel 
for the reason that “the life of the flesh 
is in the blood,” we may see how, for the 
very same reason,—that is, because “the 
—it is 


as well as “eat the flesh” of the Son of 
man. .God would not: have his people 
share ‘the bestial life of bulls and goats, 
but he desires them to share the heavenly 
life of the Son of man. 

But how is this done? How can we 
eat the flesh and drink the blood of the 
Son of man? 

The answer is this: We may eat his 
flesh and drink his blood through feeding 
upon his Word. 

‘The Bible is called “the Word of God,” 
and Christ is called “The Word of God.” 
In Revelation 19:13 it is written of him 
that “his name is called The Word of 
God.” Elsewhere also in Scripture. this 
name is applied to him (for example, John 
1:1, 14). “As newborn babes” we are 
exhorted in 1 Peter 2:2, 3, to “desire the 
sincere milk of the Word” ... if so be we 
“have tasted that the Lord is gracious.” 
Here “the word” and “the Lord” are 
parallel and equivalent terms, and the 
teaching is that when we are feeding upon 
the milk of the Word we are feeding upon 
him. 

Just as a newborn babe in the physical 
realm, receiving milk from its- mother’s 
breast, transmutes the milk into flesh and 
blood, thus proving that in drinking the 
milk the child is really eating the flesh and 
drinking the blood of the mother; just so 
does the newborn babe in the spiritual 
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realm, receiving the sincere milk of the 
Word, transmuting it into the reproduc- 
tion of Christ within, —“Christ in us the 
hope of glory,” — thus proves that in drink- 
ing the milk of the Word he “is eating 
the flesh and drinking the blood of the 
Son of man.” The analogy is complete, 
and the teaching is vital and precious. 

Of course, there is in the spiritual realm, 
as in the physical, something more than 
milk to eat. The Word of God also fur- 
nishes solid food (Heb. 5: 11-14); but 
whatever may be the form of the spiritual 
food that we derive from the Word of 
God, it is always the Word of God, and 
when we feed upon it we feed upon him 
whose name is The Word of God. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer.Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 











March 24. How Does God Guide People Today? 
Rom, 8 : 12-14. 





Sunday, March 17 


Managing Ourselves 
(1 Tim. 4: 12-16) 





Mon.—Diligence makes character (2 Tim. 
2:15). 

Tues.—Good conversations (Psa. 50 : 23). 

Wed.—Purity (2 Tim. 2: 22). 

Thurs.—Hold fast to the faith (1 Tim. 1: 
18, 19). 

Fri—Works and faith (Jas. 2: 14-26). 

Sat.—Be an example (Titus 2:7). 











N THE Christian life, the only true 

and efficient discipline is the discipline 
of the Holy Spirit. “The fruit of the 
Spirit is . ... temperance [self-control].” 
It is failure or unwillingness to recog- 
nize this fact that brings so many Chris- 
tians defeat, “for we wrestle not against 
flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places” (Eph. 6: 12). 


oe 

This yieldedness to the Holy Spirit that 
God asks of us, if we would live well- 
disciplined, victorious lives, is. a_ positive 
measure, not -a negative, spineless one. 
It requires a definite act of the will to 
yield and to maintain yieldedness to the 
Holy Spirit. 

But there are also certain definite ex- 
ercises, which, under the Spirit’s control 
and direction, will contribute to a healthy, 
normal Christian life. A number of these 
are mentioned in our Scripture verses: 

First is mentioned “attendance to read- 
ing, to exhortation, to doctrine.” The 
“reading” is obviously the reading of the 
Word, and it is right here that many 
young Christians stumble. The Bible is 
our God-given guide book. In it, we find 
the rules and principles for daily living. 
In its pages we find stimulus to faith, and 
instruction in Christian things. It judges 
our acts by holding before us God’s per- 
fect standard. How can we have well- 
disciplined lives, if we neglect this 
Heaven-sent means of discipline? 

“Exhortation” may be considered as re- 
ferring to “the counsel: of tried and trusted 
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Christian friends, But in Timothy’s case, 
and perhaps in ours also, it means, more 
specifically, soul winning. No Christian 
can maintain a healthy, well disciplined 
life without some outlet for the instruction 
and teaching and reading he is absorbing. 
Too many of us become stagnant pools 
into which is poured all kinds of valuable 
Christian teaching that never has the 
chance to flow out into other lives. 
“Doctrine” is the “teaching.” First of 
all is implied the teaching of the Word, 
and then the teaching of those who are 
true to the Word and who expound it. 


But to give attendance to reading, and 
exhortation, and doctrine, requires regu- 
lar and systematic application. We can- 
not give attendance to the teaching of the 
Bible in a few hastily snatched moments 
each day. Nor can we hope to be in- 
structed in the doctrine by spasmodic 
attendance at God’s house, nor to exhorta- 
tion by occasional efforts at soul win- 
ning.. God wants us to order our lives 
so that these vital Christian exercises will 
have regular. attention and: sufficient time 
to make tiem profitable, 


4 

Then, notice also in these verses that 
Paul not only recommends to Timothy 
the application and study and ordering of 
his life, but warns him against neglect- 
ing “the gift that is in thee’ (v. 14). It 
was a gift that came at the time of the 
“laying on of hands,” or at the time of 
Timothy’s ordination. 

In his case it seems to have been a gift 
prophetically revealed by the godly men 
who ordained him. But let us not forget 
that, while we may never have had an 
ordination into the ministry or Christian 
service, we nevertheless have been ordained 
by Christ himself to be priests and kings 
unto God (Rev. 1:6). He has designed 
us for a definite and special work (Eph. 
2:10). He has planned that work, and 
he has endowed us with the special quali- 
fications that he sees we need for it. Are 
we neglecting them, or are we looking to 
him day by day to show us his plan, and 
to develop in us those gifts that will make 
his plan a living reality in us? 

PHILADELPHIA, 





[ Children at Home | 





Twice-Born Children 


lll. Elizabeth's Second Birthday 
By Bertha B. Moore 


This is the third of a series of twelve true 
stories, to be published once a month this 
year in the Times. ' 


“W HICH shall it be tonight, a girl or 
a boy?” asked Granny, as Helen 
and John settled themselves in their rock- 
ing-chairs for another birthday story. 

“Oh, a girl, Granny!” exclaimed Helen. 

“I'll tell about Elizabeth. She was in 
a sixth grade where we had. another re- 
vival similar to the fourth grade “one,” 
said Granny. 
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“They were not common in my day, but 


my heart was burdened for the souls of. 


my pupils more than for their lessons. 
Then it is difficult to teach about the Lord 
Jesus in public schools, for there are many 
who might object. My heavenly Father 
was good to me. No one ever objected. 
But I did not use school time, and the choice 
of listening was always given to the pupils. 

“After many of the other children had 
been converted, Elizabeth hesitated. . One 
evening she lingered after the others were 
gone, 

“T’'m afraid I can’t hold out. I’m afraid 
I'll fail!’ she said. ; 

“We opened our Bible. First we read 
John 10:28 and 29: ‘And I give unto 
them eternal life; and they shall never 
perish, neither shall any man pluck. them 


out of my hand, My Father, which gave 


them me, is greater than all; and no man 
is able to pluck them out of my Father’s 
hand,’ Then we turned to 1 Peter 1:5, 
‘Who are kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time.’ We did not 
stop, but read Jude 24, and 2 Thessalonians 
3:3. She was beginning to see, but we 
read one other, 1 Corinthians 10: 13,.‘There 
hath no temptation taken you but such as 
is common to man: but. God is. faithful, 
who will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able; but will with the 
temptation also make a way to escape, that 
ye may be able to bear it.’ 

“T see,’ she said, ‘it is not my battle, 
but the Lord’s. If I surrender to him, he 
will keep me.’ 

“I told her she understood correctly. 
The. Lord Jesus gives eternal life and 
keeps us. She left again, not ready to sur- 
render. Her parents were not saved. She 
would have to stand alone, as she thought. 


“Several evenings later she told me she 
would have to give up so much if she 
became a Christian. Again we searched his 
Word. We read Psalm 84:11: ‘For the 
Lord is a sun and shield: ‘the’ Lord will 
give grace and glory: no good thing’ will 
he withhold from them that walk’ up- 
rightly.’. Philippians 3:7, °8 helped’ us, 
too: “But what things were gain to me, 
those I counted loss for Christ.‘ Yea: doubt- 
less, and I count all things ‘bit foss for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus my Lord: for whom I have’ suffered 
the loss of all things, and do’ count ‘them 
but dung, that I may win Christ.’ -‘We 
decided she could do the same things she 
had done before she had become a Chris- 
tian, if she could take the Lord Jesus 
with her. If she were willing for him to 
come and find her in the same places ‘do- 
ing the same things, she would not have 
them to give up» 


“You see, Helen and John, even then I 
was beginning to look forward to the com- 
ing of my Lord. Now I watch even more 
hopefully, for it seems surely as if his 
coming draws near. I could not imagine 
what Elizabeth could do that she could not 
invite her Saviour to join. Then she told 
me her mother took her to dancing school, 
and she doubted if the Lord Jesus would 
want to go there. There was nothing for 
her to da except to choose betwéen the 
Lord Jesus and dancing and anything else 
that might cause her to doubt. Again 
she left me, rather’ heavy-hearted. aa 

“It was two days before she” canie back 
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to me. Then she whispered, ‘I’ve decided.’ 
I wondered what her decision was. Would 
her mother object so seriously that the 
poor girl would still hesitate? Eagerly 
I awaited. She put her curly brown head 
on my shoulder and whispered again, ‘I’ve 
decided for Jesus!’ 

“We knelt in that schoolroom and she 
surrendered her life to her Master. She 
had his promises. She knew she could 
hold out, that she could rush to him when 
tempted. 

“She had hardly attended Sunday school 
and church at all, so did not know where 
to. join. She began to study her Bible 
and to visit churches. Finally she found 
one that satisfied her and she joined it. 
Elizabeth was used to lead both her mother 
and father to her Saviour. They joined 
the same church with her. So she held 
out and her worldly amusements did not 
bother her.” 

“Did she become a missionary, Granny?” 
asked Helen. 

“Not a foreign missionary, but I think 
she became a good home missionary, for 
she had three children whom she trained 
to follow the Lord Jesus. Don’t you think 
that’s being a pretty good missionary?” 
smilingly asked Granny. 


(To be continued) 
we ° 
A Letter from Dr. Pace 


This is a@ personal letter to Dr. Trum- 
bull from the Times lesson cartoonist, 
who was taken seriously ill-in Africa 
during a tour which was to have ex- 
tended around the world. 


. Sikasso, French Sudan, Africa, 
January 13, 1935. 

HEN one of these African fevers 

hits a fellow, it is no mere love tap! 
I was bowled over completely, and almost 
fatally, by what turned out to be pneu- 
monia, superinduced by great fatigue.. But 
my case is parallel to that of Epaphroditus, 
“For indeed he was sick nigh unto death: 
but God had mercy on him.” IF have been 
lying here recounting the marvels of God’s 
providence, and his goodness which truly 
wrought a miracle of healing. We are 
twelve hundred miles back into the “bush,” 
making a tour of inspection of the Alli- 
ance Mission stations. I might have been 
stricken twenty-four hours sooner, in which 
case we would have had nothing better 
than a native caravansary to house us 
and my case would have been pitiable; but 
as it was I was stricken only a few miles 
out from Sikasso, where the Mission has 
a station which has been closed for over 
a year because of workers home on sick- 
leave. Here we found a young French doc- 
tor, a Protestant from Southern France, 
who took my case in hand with energy 
and skill. A telegram brought one of the 
Mission’s graduate nurses, three hundred 
miles, to help. The doctor expressed no 
hope of my recovery, and recognized with 
us, when the crisis was past, that the Lord 
had worked a miracle. 

The Lord’s goodness added a few extra 
touches, for a local Syrian merchant, edu- 
cated in the Presbyterian School at Beirut, 
kindly supplies fresh vegetables, each day, 
out of his own garden, and a Frenchman 
owning a private ice-plant (home affair) 
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has been willing to sell us a- kilo of ice 
each day. If I were in the city of- Phila- 
delphia, I could have found no more com- 
petent medical attention, nor finer nursing 
than has been mine in this far-off outpost 
in Africa. Do you wonder that my heart 
is filled with wonder and praise as I re- 
count His thoughtfulness and provision in 
the minutest detail? But finally I want to 
bear testimony to the heroic way in which 
my good wife has stood by me through 
it all. 

The doctor strongly advises that we dis- 
continue our tour of Africa, as it is ap- 
parent that neither of us is physically 
fitted to endure the exactions of African 
travel. Therefore we have decided. to re- 
turn to the United States by the February 
boat of the Barber Line. 

Our coming has not been in vain, for 
we have already made substantial contribu- 
tion to the missionaries in their work and 
are gathering a wealth of material for use 
when we return, including a number of 
moving picture films illustrating many 
phases of African life and the progress 
of the Gospel among the people. I. have 
been amazed at the quickness of the Af- 
rican mind to grasp the meaning of my 
cartoons and am planning to: make adapta- 
tions of them to the number of forty or 
fifty to show the way of the Lord more 
perfectly. 

As soon as I am strong enna 9 we are 
going to visit several districts marked by 
a mighty movement of the Spirit, after 
which I hope to have some thrilling things 
to narrate. 

After a couple of months’ rest in Florida, 
I shall be glad to receive invitations for 
speaking engagements during the summer 
months, 

Thanking you for your help in prayer, 
and rejoicing in the perfect will of God, 

Affectionately yours, 


EB. J.. Pace: 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


March 11 to 17 


Mon.—Acts 12: 5-17. Peter’s Deliverance. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Infinitely wise, 
gracious, and various are our Lord’s ways 
with his servants. James was beheaded; 
but Peter was delivered. Peter had .the 
ministry of an angel of deliverance, while 
James had that of the “Angel of Death.” 
Both glorified God. Observe in the “death 
house” Peter’s victory over distressing cir- 
cumstances. He slept the peaceful sleep 
of faith, The way to meet the crises 
of life is on our knees. God will do more 
for praying saints than for others.- - There 
are wondrous blessings to be had for wait- 
ing upon God. Are you praying “without 


: ceasing” for them, for yourself, your fam- 


ily, your church, and the mission fields? 
Pray for The Belgian Gospel -Mission, Mrs. 


‘Ralph C. Norton, Acting Director; Charles 


G. Trumbull, Treasurer, 323 Worth Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 
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Tues.—Exodus 14; 21-31. Israel’s Deliverance. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Every Israelite 
had an interest in the blood of the paschal 
lamb. Undoubtedly to them it typified 
“the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world.” “When I see the blood, 
I will pass over you.” Redemption becomes 
to us effective when we receive Christ as 
our sin-bearer and Saviour. ‘The blood of 
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all 
sin.” Israel’s redemption was by blood and 
by power. The grace of God in atonement 
made for us on the cross, and the power 
that wrought in Christ when he raised him 
from the dead are the cause of our re- 
demption. “We have redemption through 
his blood, even the forgiveness of sins” 
(Col. 1:14). Pray for the Afghanistan- 
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Baluchistan Christian Mission; American 
headquarters, Wilmore, Ky. 


Wed.—2 Kings 6: 11-18. Elisha’s Deliverance. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: In answer to 
prayer deliverance came to the prophet and 
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his servant. God changes things in an- 
swer to prayer. The best blessings are 
given in answer to prayer. Those who do 
not pray for them never have them. Pray- 
ing saints are surrounded by the protecting 
hosts of God. The foolish king of Syria 
attempted to outwit a praying prophet. Note 
Elisha’s brevity in prayer. His first peti- 
tion had only twelve words, and his second 
only seven. Men who spend long seasons 
in communion with God are not likely to 
need many words in their conversation with 
him. Prayer is answered not according to 
our words, but according to our faith. 
Pray for the Albanian Evangelical Mission, 
Room 421, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 
City. 


Thurs.—Daniel 6 : 16-23. Daniel’s Deliverance. 
Prayer Succestions: Dafius had more 
anxiety in his palace than Daniel had in 
the den of lions. “No manner of hurt was 
found upon him, because he believed in his 
God.” Is “thy God whom .thou servest 
continually” able to deliver thee? How do 
you take your trials? Do you behave like 
Darius, or like Daniel? Is thy God able? 
“He ... rescueth, and he worketh signs 
and wonders in heaven and in earth.” The 
believer’s trials will all serve him profitably. 
They will be as impotent lions, and as so 
many occasions for rejoicing in his God 
who delivers. Pray for the Bolivian Indian 
Mission, 113 Fulton Street, New York City, 


Fri.—2 Corinthians 1: 3-11. Paul’s Deliverance. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Paul was deliv- 
ered from the overwhelming troubles which 
befell him in Asia by the helping prayers 
of Corinthian Christians. “Ye also helping 
together by prayer.” Every child of God 
is “standing in the need of prayer.” Prayer 
brings down the rich consolations of God. 
What peace we often forfeit, what pain we 
and others bear because we do not wait upon 
God as we ought. The comfeetof God has 
been made availab st for every 
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Christian. The golden key of prayer un- 
locks the blessings that we need. “Is any 


_ among you afflicted? let him pray.” Pray 


for the India Christian Mission, 113 Fulton 
Street, New York City. 


Sat.—Mark 4 : 35-41. Deliverance by Christ. 
PraYER SuGGESTIONS: Christ’s heart was 
awake while his body found rest in sleep. 
He was one with his people in their trou- 
bles. In these troublous times he is still 
with his Church. Trials reveal our impo- 
tency and his all-sufficiency. The Church, 
like the apostles of Christ in the storm- 
tossed boat, are in a mediating position. 
The folks in the other little ships needed 
these disciple intercessors, as the world 
today needs a praying Church. Pray for 
the Japan Seamen’s Mission, 426 Twelfth 
Street, Vancouver, B. C., Canada, 


Sun.—Psalm % : 1-8. 
“He answered, and delivered me.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: One rendering has 
it, “They looked unto him and were bright- 
ened.” Prayer: brightens a soul lying in 
the shadows. Blessed pivotal prayer. Prayer 
brings the trusting soul into the sphere of 
the law of spiritual cause and effect. “I 
cried, he answered.” Our fears, and gloom, 
and troubles are best removed by prayer. 
We may often go into the presence of God 
with a heavy heart; but we always come 
out saying, “Taste and see that the Lord 
is good: blessed is the man that trusteth 
in him.” Pray for the Japan Evangelistic 
Band, 65 St. Nicholas Street, Toronto, Can- 
ada. 
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